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REPORT  OF  THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL 

of  the 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 

for  the  financial  year  ended  31st  March,  1925 


IN  a recent  report  we  gave  a brief  survey  of  the  history  of  the  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind,  from  1868  until  1915,  in  order  to  illustrate  the 
progressive  growth'of  its  activities  and  the  national  scope  of  its  work. 

Since  1915  the  activities  of  the  Institute  have  been  very  materially 
extended.  In  1916  a Hostel  for  Blind  Women  was  opened  in  London  ; in 
1918  the  first  Home  for  Blind  Babies  in  the  British  Empire  was  established 
as  “ Sunshine  House  ” at  Chorley  Wood,  Herts. ; in  1920  the  Greater 
London  Fund  for  the  Blind  was  initiated;  in  1921  a College  for  Blind 
Girls  was  established  at  Chorley  Wood,  Herts.,  and  a Guest  House  for  the 
Aged  Blind  was  opened  at  Hoole  Bank,  Chester  ; in  1923  a second  “ Sun- 
shine House  ” was  opened  at  Southport,  Lancs.,  a Home  Workers’  Scheme 
for  an  extensive  district  in  the  Home  Counties  was  adopted,  a fund  for 
blind  ex-service  men  and  their  dependents  was  initiated,  and  a new 
newspaper  in  Moon  type  was  issued  ; while  during  the  period  under 
review  in  this  present  report,  a third  “ Sunshine  House  has  been  opened 
at  Leamington  Spa,  Warwickshire,  a Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home 
has  been  established  at  St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  Sussex,  the  publication  of 
BraiUe  literature  has  been  considerably  increased,  and  the  price  of  Braille 
books  and  periodiccds  reduced. 

The  progressive  character  of  the  Institute's  work  has,  however,  only 
been  maintained  by  unprecedented  exertions  in  the  face  of  extraordinary 
difficulties.  At  one  time,  in  fact,  as  regular  readers  of  our  annual  reports 
will  recollect,  the  financial  position  of  the  Institute  was  so  precarious  that 
many  of  our  activities  were  threatened  with  extinction.  It  was  only  by 
effecting  the  most  rigid  economies,  and  by  curtailing  or  suspending  the 
work  of  many  of  our  departments,  that  we  were  able  to  weather  the  storm. 
Happily,  during  the  past  year,  the  general  public  has  responded  most 
generously  to  our  appeals  lor  financial  assistance,  and  we  are  gratified  to 
report  that  we  are  now  gradually  returning  in  many  branches  of  our  work 
to  the  wider  field  of  former  years.  This  fact,  we  feel  sure,  will  give  as  much 
satisfaction  to  the  supporters  of  the  Institute  as  it  does  to  the  blind  in  genereJ 
and  to  us.  They  will  be  the  first  to  recognise  that  in  these  days  to  stand  still 
is  fatal  to  any  organisation,  especially  so  in  the  case  of  an  institution  working 
not  for  a section  of  the  community  but  for  a community  as  a whole.  The 
outstanding  quality  of  the  blind  is  courage,  and  courage  should  characterise 
all  work  connected  with  them.  Consequently,  we  conceived  it  to  be  our 
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duty,  in  spite  of  the  most  adverse  circumstances,  to  maintain  all  our  activities 
in  part — even  though  temporary  difficulties  commanded  the  suspension  of 
certain  departments — and,  moreover,  to  embark  on  any  new  activity  which 
could  justly  be  considered  as  an  urgent  necessity. 

We  trust  that,  after  examination  of  this  report  and  of  the  financial 
statements  appended  thereto,  our  supporters  will  approve  this  policy.  It 
is  to  them  that  we  owe  the  means  of  resuming  suspended  work  and  pro- 
gressing towards  the  realisation  of  our  primary  object^ — to  raise  the  status 
of  the  blind  and  to  render  them  self-reliant  and  self-supporting. 

To  all  who  have  helped  the  Institute  through  the  most  trying  times,'we 
offer  our  deepest  thanks.  To  them  we  confidently  appeal  again  on  behalf 
of  the  tens  of  thousands  of  blind  men,  women  and  children  who,  but  for 
them,  might  be  deprived  not  only  of  the  outer  light  of  the  sun  but  of  the 
inner  light  of  the  mind.  Our  commitments  are  necessarily  large ; but  as 
the  blind  have  confidence  in  the  Institute  for  help  in  their  struggle  with 
darkness,  so  have  we  confidence  in  the  general  public  for  generous  and 
unstinted  assistance  in  our  efforts  to  maintain  and  extend  our  activities. 


Some  Interesting  Figures. 


Details  of  the  vyork  of  the  past  year  are  given  in  the  following  pages, 
but  we  preface  these  by  the  following  brief  analysis  of  certain  branches  of 
the  Institute’s  work  during  recent  years  : — 


Number  of  Braille  books,  periodicals, 
music,  etc.,  published 

Number  of  Moon  books,  periodicals, 
etc.,  published 

Number  of  hand-made  Braille  books 
prepared  for  Students’  Library  ... 

Amount  paid  in  salaries  and  wages  to 
blind  employees 

Amount  of  financial  assignments  and 
allocations  to  local  institutions  for 
the  blind 

Amount  distributed  by  the  Greater 
London  Fund  to  Metropolitan 
institutions  for  the  blind 

Number  of  after-care  cases  dealt  with... 

Amount  paid  in  relief  to  blind  poor,  etc. 

Number  of  visits  paid  by  home  teach- 
ers to  the  blind  in  their  own  homes 

Value  of  gifts  made  to  the  blind,  in- 
cluding value  of  reductions  in 
prices  ... 

Amount  paid  in  training  fees  ... 

Amount  expended  on  care  and  train- 
ing of  blind  babies  (not  including 
capital  expenditure) 

Amount  spent  in  training  and  after- 
care, etc , of  blind  masseurs  and 
masseuses 


2,221,072 

since  1915 

229  158 

.,  1915 

6,125 

..  1919 

£233,693 

..  1921 

£269,141 

..  1915 

£46,100 

,.  1921 

9,012 

,.  1916 

£129,969 

..  1915 

370,142 

.,  1919 

£45,377 

..  1918 

£25,471 

1918 

£23,356 

..  1917 

£13,321 

..  1916 
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Books  and  Periodicals  for  the  Blind. 

We  have  always  regarded  the  publication  of  embossed  literature,  and 
its  dissemination  amongst  the  blind,  as  one  of  the  most  important  branches 
of  the  Institute’s  work.  It  is  with  much  satisfaction,  therefore,  that  we  are 
able  to  report  that  during  the  period  under  review  not  only  has  the  pro- 
duction of  embossed  literature  been  very  much  augmented,  but  that  we 
have  been  able  in  most  cases  to  reduce  the  selling  price  of  Braille  books 
and  periodicals. 

In  former  reports  we  have  dwelt  upon  the  enormous  value  of  embossed 
publications  to  the  blind.  To  estimate  that  value,  it  is  only  necessary  to 
compare  the  invention  of  embossed  type  with  the  invention  of  printing. 
What  the  latter  achieved  throughout  the  whole  world,  the  former  has 
achieved  in  the  miniature  world  of  the  blind.  Printing  was  the  sun  of  the 
Renaissance,  illuminating  the  path  of  progress  and  flooding  with  light 
unknown  regions  of  matter  and  thought.  Similarly,  the  invention  of 
embossed  types  has  lit  the  world  of  the  blind  with  rays  of  knowledge  and 
opened  up  paths  and  ways  of  progress  hitherto  not  only  unexplored  but 
totally  unsuspected.  Without  exaggeration,  Braille  is  the  most  powerful 
means  of  good  in  the  blind  world  of  to-day.  Its  direct  influence  is  seen  in 
the  increasing  number  of  blind  people  who  are  now  entering  the  professions, 
in  the  decreasing  number  of  illiterate  blind,  and  in  the  general  and  very 
marked  advance,  during  the  past  half-century,  in  the  objects  and  achieve- 
ments of  all  bodies  working  for  the  amelioration  of  the  blind  throughout 
the  world. 

In  view  of  these  generally-accepted  facte,  we  consider  the  Institute’s 
increased  Braille  production  as  one  of  the  most  satisfactory  results  of  last 
year’s  work.  The  Institute  is  the  largest  publishing  house  for  the  blind 
in  the  world,  and  we  have  always  felt  that  one  of  our  foremost  duties  has 
been  to  maintain  that  proud  position.  It  was  found  during  the  period 
under  review  that  by  slightly  increasing  the  annual  expenditure  on  Braille 
production,  the  output  of  volumes  would  be  increased  to  a very  much  larger 
extent.  Consequently,  when  the  necessary  additional  funds  were  available, 
we  without  hesitation  employed  them  for  this  purpose,  and  at  the  present 
moment  we  are  practically  working  to  full  capacity  in  the  production  of 
Braille  books,  periodicals  and  music. 

The  selection  of  books  to  be  transliterated  into  Braille  is  a difficult 
task.  The  literary  needs  of  an  ordinary  blind  reader  are  exactly  the  same 
as  those  of  an  ordinary  sighted  reader  ; that  is  to  say,  the  taste  of  the  blind 
world  in  literature  is  as  boundless  as  that  of  the  sighted  world.  Every 
known  means  has  been  employed  to  minimise  the  bulk  and  cost  of  embossed 
literature,  but  it  is  clear  that  a Braille  book  will  always  be  far  more  expensive 
to  produce  than  an  ordinary  one,  and  will  occupy  considerably  more  space. 
These  difficulties  are  ever  present,  but  a careful  study  of  the  outstanding 
needs  of  the  blind,  especially  of  students,  and  the  elimination  of  all  books 
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undeserving  the  name  of  literature,  narrows  the  field  to  a certain  extent 
and  thus  lightens  the  task  of  selection. 

In  our  selection  of  books  we  are  assisted  by  a Consultative  Committee, 
which  includes  many  distinguished  men  of  letters.  For  their  unfailing 
kindness  and  most  valuable  advice  we  are  deeply  grateful,  and  we  also 
wish  to  acknowledge  our  indebtedness  to  the  many  publishers,  authors 
and  other  owners  of  copyright  for  their  generosity  in  permitting  us  to 
transliterate  into  Braille  works  owned  by  them,  entirely  free  of  all  fee. 
But  for  their  kindness,  it  would  have  been  impossible  to  make  our  catalogue 
so  comprehensive  as  it  is. 

All  kinds  of  works  are  included — poetry,  the  drama,  biography,  history, 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  science,  classics,  works  in  foreign  languages,  reference 
books,  fiction,  educational  text  books,  belles  lettres,  essays,  works  of 
literary  criticism.  To  show  the  variety  of  titles  included,  we  give  the  fol- 
lowing typical  selection  from  the  hundreds  of  volumes  published  last  year  i 

Froude’s  “Short  Studies  on  Great  Subjects,”  Thackeray’s  “English 
Humourists,”  “ Religio  Medici"  by  Sir  Thomas  Browne.  Conrads  “Nigger 
o(  the  Narcissus,"  Dowden's  “Shakespeare,  His  Mind  and  Art,”  “The  Red 
Cockade  ” by  Stanley  Weyman,  “ Lost  Endeavour  ” by  John  Masefield,  “ Dead 
Man’s  Rock”  by  Q,  “.Selections  from  Keats,”  “Wood  Magic'  by  Richard 
Jefferies,  “ Mary  Stuart  ” by  John  Drinkwater,  “ Songs  of  Childhood  ” by  Walter 
de  la  Mare,  “ The  Two  Paths”  by  John  Ruskin,  “ The  Art  of  Basket-Making,” 
“ The  Atheist’s  Mass  ” by  Balzac,  “ Erewhon  ” by  Samuel  Butler,  “ Selected 
Essay  of  Hazlitt,”  “ Hours  in  a Library”  by  Sir  Leslie  Stephen,  “ St.  Joan  ” by 
Bernard  Shaw,  “The  Life  of  Napoleon  ” by  J.  H.  Rose,  “The  Holy  Roman 
Empire”  by  James  Bryce,  “ A Dog  with  a Bad  Name”  by  T.  B.  Reed. 

Amongst  the  books  passed  for  publication  at  the  moment  are  : 

“ Ether  and  Reality  ” by  Sir  Oliver  Lodge,  “The  Opening  Up  of  Africa  ” 
by  Sir  H.  H.  Johnston,  “ Landmarks  in  French  Literature  ” by  Strachey, 
Homer’s  “ Odyssey,”  The  “ Antigone”  of  Sophocles,  Newman’s  “Apologia,” 
Daudet’s  “ Tartarin  of  Tarascon.” 

The  work  of  the  Publishing  Department  has  been  very  considerably 
helped  during  the  past  year  by  the  formation  of  a Publications  Committee 
(see  page  36).  One  of  its  first  duties  was  to  recommend,  after  careful 
investigation,  that  the  prices  of  Braille  books  should,  owing  to  certain 
reductions  in  the  cost  of  production,  be  reduced.  This  and  other  recom- 
mendations, including  the  increase  in  size  and  the  decrease  in  price  of 
certcin  periodicals,  the  issue  of  special  supplements,  etc.,  have  been  adopted 
by  us,  and  the  new  prices  are  now  in  force. 

We  are  justly  proud  of  our  periodicals.  They  embrace  a very  wide 
range  of  taste,  and  we  endeavour  to  make  them  in  all  cases  combine  pleasure 
with  instruction.  That  this  policy  is  fully  endorsed  by  readers  is  proved  by 
the  large  number  of  letters  of  appreciation  received  during  the  past  year, 
by  the  constant  interest  taken  in  any  modifications  which  from  time  to 
time  are  made  in  the  style  and  arrangement  of  the  contents  of  each 
magazine,  and  by  the  increasing  number  of  subscribers.  One  of  the  most 
gratifying  results  of  our  endeavours  toi_be  of  real  assistance  to  readers  of 
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our  periodicals  is  the  great  number  of  questions  on  innumerable  subjects 
which  the  editorial  staff  is  called  upon  to  answer.  These  questions  alone 
form  an  astonishing  proof  of  the  variety  of  matters  on  which  the  blind  of 
the  present  day  are  seeking  and  receiving  knowledge.  The  subjects  on 
which  information  is  asked  range  from  politics,  literature,  history  and  legal 
matters  to  the  best  way  to  make  a jumper  and  how  to  construct  a rabbit 
hutch  ! The  competitions  in  our  magazines  are  also  very  popular,  especially 
if  they  are  original  in  character  and  call  for  mental  effort.  “ Cross  word  ” 
puzzles  have  “ caught  on  in  the  embossed  Press  as  they  have  in  the 
general  Press. 

Below  we  give  a complete  descriptive  list  of  the  periodicals  edited, 
printed  and  published  by  the  Institute,  followed  by  brief  extracts  from  a 
few  of  the  many  letters  of  appreciation  received. 

Braille  Mail  ...  ...  Issued  every  Friday  in  inlerpointed  Braille.  It  is  a weekly 

newspaper  giving  a concise  summary  of  the  news  of 
the  world,  and  keeping  the  blind  in  touch  with  affairs  in 
general. 

Subscription,  6s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  inland  and 
abroad. 

Issued  on  the  first  of  the  month  in  interpointed  Braille. 
It  contains  articles  of  interest  to  the  blind,  and  includes 
features  of  general  interest,  a question  box,  a monthly 
competition,  short  stories,  etc.  Its  aim  is  to  keep  the 
blind  in  touch  with  each  other  and  with  affairs  of  the 
moment,  and  to  provide  them  with  a means  of 
exchanging  views.  It  also  includes  a chess  supplement 
and  a supplement  devoted  to  matters  of  interest  to 
women. 

Subscription,  5s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  inland  and 
abroad. 

Issued  on  the  lOth  of  the  month  in  interpointed  Braille. 
It  contains  original  contributions  and  articles  selected 
from  high-class  reviews,  magazines,  newspapers,  etc., 
and  keeps  its  readers  in  touch  with  all  modern  literary 
and  artistic  movements  and  criticism. 

Subscription,  lls.  6d.  par  annum,  post  free,  inland  and 
abroad. 

Braille  Musical  Magazine  (For  a description  of  this  magazine,  see  page  19.) 

Subscription,  3s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  inland  and 
abroad. 

The  School  Magazine  ...  Edited  by  Mr  Edward  Evans,  and  issued  on  the  15th  of 
(incorporating  Comrades')  the  month  in  interpointed  Braille.  It  is  designed  to 
supply  schools  for  the  blind  with  interesting  reading 
matter  for  class  use,  and  to  afford  boys  and  girls 
instruction  combined  with  amusement.  It  deals  with 
history,  geography,  science,  natural  history,  literature, 
manual  work  and  matters  of  general  interest  and  of 
educational  value,  and  includes  attractive  competitions 
and  a humorous  page.  There  is  also  a supplement 
(pocket  size)  for  younger  children,  consisting  of  simple 
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The  Literary  Journal 
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stories,  etc.,  in  uncontracted  Braille.  The  School 
Magazine  is  not  issued  during  the  month  of  August. 

Subscription,  3s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  inland  and 
abroad. 

Channels  of ‘Blessing  ...  Edited  by  Miss  S.  M.  Troup  and  issued  every  two 
months  on  the  20th  February,  April,  etc.,  in  interpomted 
Braille.  This  is  a religious  magazine,  and  its  aim  is  to 
provide  reading  matter  which  will  give  spiritual  help 
and  comfort  to  those  who  are  deprived  of  sight  and  to 
the  deaf-blind. 

The  promoters  of  this  work  have  no  guaranteed  fund, 
but  rely  entirely  on  the  free-will  offerings  of  the 
readers  of  the  magazine  and  their  friends.  The  price 
to  those  who  wish  to  give  the  cost  of  one  magazine,  for 
a stated  period,  is  6Jd.  per  copy,  post  free,  inland  and 
abroad. 

The ‘Beacon  ...  Published  in  letterpress  on  the  first  of  the  month.  It 

contains  articles  of  interest  to  committees  and  officials  of 
institutions,  teachers  in  schools  for  the  blind,  and  all 
concerned  in  the  welfare  of  the  blind. 

Subscription,  3s,  per  annum,  post  free,  inland  and  abroad. 

Extracts  from  Letters  of  Appreciation  : 

“ I shall  be  grateful  if  you  will  express  to  your  General  Editor  my  warmest 
appreciation  of  all  the  Braille  magazines,  which  really  have  now  reached  a 
remarkable  standard  of  efficiency  and  interest.’* 

“ 1 find  Progress  and  the  ‘Braille  Mail  most  useful  and  instructive.” 

" We  look  forward  to  reading  the  ‘Braille  Mail  every  week,  the  news  con- 
tained therein  is  so  beautifully  selected  and  so  splendidly  condensed." 

“ 1 want  to  say  that  I have  lately  sampled  the  magazines  printed  in 
England  and  consider  them  very  fine  without  exception,  and  would  subscribe 
to  all  of  them  if  1 had  time  to  read  them  and  space  to  store  them.” 

" Progress^  a magazine  1 so  much  enjoy." 

" We  sH-e  constantly  receiving  help  through  this  most  wonderful  magazine. 
Progress.  ” 

Blind  masseurs  and  masseuses  will  be  interested  to  hear  that,  owing 
to  the  large  demand,  it  has  been  decided  to  reissue  the  Massage  Journal. 
The  first  number  of  the  new  series  will  appear  in  September  next. 

In  addition  to  the  above  periodicals,  all,  with  the  exception  of  The 
Beacon,  printed  in  Braille,  the  Institute  publishes  through  its  Moon 
Branch  two  periodicals  in  Moon  type,  which,  together  with  the  production 
of  books  in  Moon  type,  are  dealt  with  in  the  separate  report  of  the  Moon 
Society  on  page  43. 

The  number  of  books  and  periodicals*  in  Braille  and  Moon  types 
published  during  the  period  under  review  is  given  on  page  1 3,  side  by  side, 
for  purposes  of  comparison,  with  the  figures  of  the  previous  year. 

"'Tbe  number  of  music  publications  is  given  on  page  1 7. 
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Making  a Braille  Book  by  Hand 

This  photograph  shows  the  method  of  preparing  Braille  books  by  hand.  A sighted  reader  dictates  the  passages,  and  the  bUi 
girl  transliterates  them  into  Braille  on  an  ingenious  machine  known  as  the  Stainsby-Wayne  writer.  {See  pages  14  and  ip.)  T 
mechanical  method  of  preparing  Braille  books  was  illustrated  in  last  year's  report. 
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Blind  Healers  of  the  Sighted 

A practical  rnassage  instruction  class  in  progress  at  the  Institute’s  School  of  Massage.  The  instructor  (standing  on  the  right) 
himself  blind,  passed  first  in  ^ll-England  in  his  exan^inations  in  competition  with  the  sighted.  {Seepage  2^.) 
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Braille  Publications 


Bound  volumes 

Book  pamphlets,  instruction  cards  and  alphabets 

Magazines 

Newspapers 

Braille  Book  Plates  produced 
Literature,  including  magazines  and  newspapers 
Moon  Publications 

Bound  volumes 

Book  pamphlets,  magazines  and  newspapers 

Moon  Book  Plates  produced 
Literature,  including  magazines  and  newspapers 


1923-4 

1924-5 

6,061 

7,028 

8.737 

1 7,092 

%,986 

1 36,485 

111,929 

109,364 

15,497 

19,856 

4,701 

3,829 

40,967 

42,174 

3,535 

3,790 

During  the  year  under  review  the  following  books,  pieces  of  music 
and  apparatus  to  the  value  of  : — 

Braille...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £1,095 

Moon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  -■  ...  ...  ...  £808 

were  supplied  free  of  all  cost  to  libraries  for  the  blind  for  free  circulation 
amongst  their  readers  : — 

Braille  volumes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  988 

„ pamphlets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

,.  magazines  and  newspapers  ...  ...  ...  438 

Music  volumes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  176 

,,  pamphlets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,576 

Moon  volumes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,600 

pamphlets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

,,  magazines  and  newspapers  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Since  1918-19  the  total  number  of  volumes,  pieces  of  music,  pamphlets, 
magazines,  etc.,  presented  to  free  circulating  libraries  lor  the  blind  amounts 

to  32,761. 

Owing  to  the  general  reduction  in  the  cost  of  producing  Braille  books, 
the  reductions  in  selling  price  allowed  to  the  blind  in  this  country  have 
been  slightly  revised.  The  reductions  now  allowed  in  respect  of  Braille 
books  and  music  and  Moon  books  are  as  follows  ; — 


Braille  Books  and  Pamphlets 

Residents  in  the  British  Isles  are  allowed  a reduction  of  t'wo-thirds  of  the 
catalogue  (cost)  price. 

Residents  in  the  British  Colonies  are  allowed  a reduction  of  one-half  of  the 
catalogue  (cost)  price. 

Residents  in  other  parts  of  the  world  are  charged  catalogue  price  (cost 
price  only). 

braille  Music 

, Residents  in  the  British  Isles  are  allowed  a reduction  of  three-quarters  of  the 
catalogue  (cost)  price. 

Residents  in  the  British  Colonies  are  allowed  a reduction  of  one-half  of  the 
catalogue  (cost)  price. 
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Residents  in  other  parts  o(  the  world  are  charged  catalogue  price  (cost 
price  only). 

N.B. — The  minimum  price  of  Music  has  been  reduced  from  I/-  to  6d 
Moon  Books  and  Pamphlets 

Residents  in  the  British  Isles  are  allowed  a reduction  of  three-quarters  of  the 
catalogue  (cost)  price. 

Residents  in  the  British  Colonies  are  allowed  a reduction  of  one-half  of  the 
catalogue  (cost)  price. 

Residents  in  other  parts  of  the  world  are  charged  catalogue  price  (cost 
price  only). 

These  concessions,  of  course,  entail  a heavy  financial  loss  to  the  Institute 
each  year.  Last  year  the  total  value  of  concessions  in  prices  of  Braille 
books,  periodicals,  music,  apparatus,  etc.,  and  Moon  publications,  together 
with  free  gifts  of  the  same  to  those  unable  to  afford  to  purchase  them  (not 
including  gifts  to  circulating  libraries  mentioned  above),  amounted  to 

£6,450. 

The  Editorial  Department  of  the  Institute  also  handles  all  matters 
connected  with  publicity  attaching  to  our  appeals  for  funds  and  to  special 
functions  organised  on  behalf  of  the  Institute.  We  consider  that  the 
education  or  enlightenment  of  the  public  as  to  the  aims  and  objects  of  the 
blind  world  is  of  prime  importance,  and  should  accompany  all  work  under- 
taken for  the  welfare  of  the  blind.  In  this  connection,  we  wish  to  express 
our  sincerest  thanks  and  appreciation  to  the  Press  throughout  this  country 
for  the  magnificent  help  they  have  afforded  us  and  the  blind  generally,  and 
for  their  unfailing  readiness  to  assist  any  good  cause.  Such  help  is  priceless 
in  value,  and,  without  it,  it  would  be  scarcely  possible  to  raise  sufficient 
funds  to  carry  on  charitable  work. 

Students’  Library  and  Manuscript  Department. 

During  the  year  under  review  there  has  been  a steady  increase  in  the 
provision  of  additional  volumes  for  the  Students’  Library  of  special  hand- 
written books  in  Braille,  all  transcribed  by  trained  voluntary  workers. 
There  are  now  about  3,500  volumes  of  Braille  in  the  Library,  and  the  esti- 
mated value  of  these  is  £9,050.  Despite  the  fact  that  the  size  of  volumes 
has  been  increased  from  an  average  of  140  to  170  pages,  776  volumes  have 
been  received  from  the  Department’s  voluntary  workers  during  the  year, 
this  number  representing  £2,300  in  value  and  showing  an  increase  of  35 
volumes  over  the  previous  year’s  production.  The  workers  are  indefati- 
gable, one  of  them  alone  transcribing  a total  of  32  volumes  during  the  year. 
Our  sincerest  thanks  are  due  to  all  those  responsible  for  this  magnificent 
and  devoted  work. 

We  are  pleased  to  state  that  the  Department  is  likely  to  increase  its 
output  in  the  near  future,  as — in  response  to  a leading  article  in  the  Times, 
appealing  for  volunteers  to  take  up  Braille  as  a serious  occupation  and  not 
in  a dilettante  spirit — the  number  of  workers  has  been  largely  increased. 
For  this  satisfactory  state  of  affairs  we  wish  to  express  our  gratitude  to 
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the  Times,  to  the  sympathiser  who  appealed  on  our  behalf  but  who  prefers 
to  remain  anonymous,  and  to  Mrs.  Crawter  and  Colonel  Saunders  who 
have  made  themselves  responsible  lor  practically  the  whole  of  the  training 
of  these  recruits,  which  by  the  way  is  a very  strenuous  undertaking. 

The  following  list  of  books  transcribed  during  the  year  will  give  some 
idea  of  the  difficulty  of  the  work  undertaken  by  volunteer  Braille  writers  : — 

“ Laurus  Nobilis’*  (Vernon  Lee),  “ Elegiac  Poems  of  Ovid,  Latin  Literature 
(McKail),  Epistularum  ” of  Pliny,  “German  Verse”  (Fiedler),  “Spanish 
Grammar”  (Hugo),  “Third  German  Reader  and  Writer”  (Fiedler),  “ German 
Commercial  Practice”  (Graham  and  Oliver),  “Commercial  Law”  (Tillyard), 
“ Manual  of  Statistics  ” (Bowley),  “ Economic  History  of  England  ” (Meredith), 
“ Modern  Spain  ” (Clarke),  “ Philosophical  Theory  of  the  State  ” (Bosanquet), 
“Republican  Tradition  in  Europe”  (Fisher),  "Growth  and  Structure  of  the 
English  Language”  (Jespersen),  “Lectures  on  Modern  History”  (Acton),  Plays 
by  Webster  and  Turneur,  Poems  of  John  Donne,  “ Book-keeping”  (Fieldhouse), 
“Modern  Geometry”  (Durrall),  “Co-ordinate  Geometry”  (Loney)  and 
“ Algebra  ” by  Smith  (part). 

Perhaps  the  greatest  achievement  of  the  year  was  the  transcription 
into  Braille  of  several  advanced  books  on  mathematics.  Our  sincere 
thanks  are  due  to  Mr.  Malim  who  kindly  undertook  this  work,  embossing 
over  100  diagrams  by  hand  in  addition  to  writing  fifteen  volumes  of  Braille. 
Much  valuable  work  has  also  been  accomplished  in  providing  Braille 
books  to  blind  children  attending  schools  for  the  sighted. 

Up  to  the  end  of  March,  1 1 4 candidates  entered  for  the  Braille  exami- 
nation, which  all  voluntary  writers  have  to  pass  before  undertaking  the 
preparation  of  a Braille  book.  43  of  these  succeeded  in  obtaining  their 
certificates. 

Many  papers  have  been  transcribed  into  Braille  on  behalf  of  the 
examining  bodies  of  several  universities  and  colleges.  We  are  pleased  to 
note  that  at  the  present  time  every  facility  is  afforded  by  the  authorities  to 
blind  students  taking  public  examinations,  and  we  are  very  happy  to  be 
able  to  assist  in  this  way. 

During  the  Christmas  season  nearly  500  greeting  cards  were  embossed 
with  Braille  greetings.  There  has  never  been  such  a demand  for  Christmas 
cards  for  the  blind  before,  and  it  was  difficult  to  cope  with  this  additional 
work  at  such  a busy  season.  The  demand,  however,  was  satisfactorily  met. 

The  transcription  of  letters  into  and  from  Braille  on  behalf  of  the  blind 
and  their  friends  still  continues  to  increase.  To  keep  in  touch  with  the 
outside  world  is  one  of  the  greatest  joys  of  those  who  cannot  see. 

We  wish  all  those  who  are  so  generously  assisting  us  to  build  up  such 
a valuable  library  of  educational  literature  to  understand  how  much  their 
voluntary  work  has  lightened  the  task  of  blind  students  and  professional 
workers.  The  following  extracts  from  letters  received  from  them  during 
the  year  bear  witness  to  their  hearty  appreciation  of  the  Students'  Library  : — 
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From  an  undergraduate  {English  student)  at  Oxford  : 

*‘  The  three  extracts  which  you  have  transcribed  from  Morris  and  Skcat  s 
' Specimens  of  Early  English  ’ have  come  safely  to  hand,  and  I find  them  quite 
satisfactory.  Indeed,  my  experience  has  been  that  you  and  your  staff  unfailingly 
maintain  a high  standard  of  accuracy.  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of 
expressing  to  you  sincere  thanks  for  the  large  amount  of  work  you  already 
done  for  me.  the  consideration  with  which  I have  been  treated  and  for  the 
pains  taken  to  arrange  notes,  glossaries,  etc.,  in  the  form  most  convenient  for 
the  reader  to  handle.  The  work  has  always  been  most  excellently  and 
promptly  done,  and  you  have  been  an  immense  help  to  me  in  my  studies.  X^u 
are  doing  a very  good  and  necessary  work,  and  1 hope  you  will  long  continue  it. 

From  a University  graduate  (History,  First  Class)  : — 

" Thank  you  very  much  for  your  letter.  I was,  of  course,  very  pleased 
with  the  result,  and  should  like  to  thank  you  for  your  part  in  it.  The  books 
were  a great  help,  and  one  cannot  help  thinking  how  much  easier  the  task  of 
the  blind  student  is  becoming.” 

From  a student  at  a Midland  University  : — 

“ I am  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  tell  you  that  I have  been  successful  in  the 
exam.  (Commercial).  Only  three  passed  on  the  full  exam.,  one  other  English- 
man, an  Hindoo  and  myself  ...  1 have  got  the  list  of  books  required,  so  that 
if  you  can  undertake  some  I will  let  you  have  the  print  copies  immediately.  1 
found  the  Commercial  Book-Keeping  of  immense  use.  1 do  hope  I am  not 
giving  you  a great  deal  of  trouble.” 

From  a student  at  a Northern  University,  now  studying  law  : — 

" Many  thanks  for  sending  me  three  excellent  books,  namely,  ‘ Political 
Thought,’  ‘ Greek  Anthology,’  and  the  ‘ Socratic  Dialogues.’  I shall  be  return- 
ing these  as  1 finish  with  them,  in  case  others  would  like  them.  . I am  very 
grateful  to  the  National  Institute  for  providing  us  with  such  gems,  and  making  it 
possible  for  us  to  read  them.” 

From  a graduate  at  another  Northern  University  : — 

“ Will  you  pardon  me  for  giving  you  unnecessary  trouble  ? I am  returning 
the  ‘ Gothic  Grammar,’  since  I find  with  surprise  and  pleasure  that  the  large 
scope  of  your  library  gives  me  opportunity  to  study  philology  from  a better 
angle  than  starting  with  Gothic.” 

From  a teacher  of  Advanced  English  in  a Convent  School : — 

" I am  despatching  Jespersen’s  ‘ Growth  and  Structure  of  the  English 
Language  ’ at  once,  most  gratefully  accepting  your  kind  offer  of  transcription. 
It  is  a book  much  in  demand  for  the  Inter-B.A.  Examination,  and  will,  1 am 
sure,  be  greatly  appreciated  by  your  student-readers.  As  for  myself,  it  will  be 
a great  relief  to  be  able  to  take  my  notes  direct  from  a Braille  copy  ; and  so  1 
once  more  offer  my  sincerest  thanks  for  this  and  the  many  other  kind  services 
you  have  rendered  me,  which  have  proved  so  eminently  helpful  in  my  work.” 

Music  Department. 

Amongst  the  varied  activities  of  this  Department,  the  first  in  importance 
is  the  publication,  after  translation  into  Braille  idiom,  of  specially-selected 
music  and  music  literature.  In  the  choice  of  such  works  we  acknowledge 
deep  indebtedness  to  the  eminent  musicians  who  form  the  Institute’s 
Consultative  (Music)  Committee.  It  is  of  supreme  importance  that  the  blind 
should  have  immediate  access,  through  Braille,  to  the  most  approved 
music,  whether  for  educational,  professional,  or  recreative  use. 
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The  year’s  output,  of  music  of  all  kinds  was  as  follows  ; — 

Music  plates  embossed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2,042 

Music  volumes,  collections  of  pieces,  text-books,  etc.,  published  1,899 

Music  pamphlets  (the  Braille  equivalent  of  sheet  music) 

published  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,412 

All  these  figures  show  an  increase  on  those  of  last  year,  while  the 
minimum  price  of  music,  after  allowing  for  the  75  per  cent,  reduction  to 
blind  purchasers  in  Great  Britain,  has  been  reduced  from  Is.  to  6d.  The 
value  of  such  concessions  and  of  gifts,  together  with  value  of  gifts  of  music 
to  libraries  and  individuals,  is  included  in  the  figures  shown  on  pages 
13  and  14. 

It  is  with  particular  gratification  that  we  are  able  to  announce  that  the 
difficulty  of  providing  the  blind  with  a complete  catalogue  in  Braille  of  the 
Institute's  music  publications  has  at  length  been  solved.  The  catalogue 
is  divided  into  sections,  purchasable  at  6d.  per  section.  That  including 
the  entire  Pianoforte  music  list  is  now  available,  and  will  be  followed  as 
expeditiously  as  possible  by  the  Organ,  Vocal,  Church  Music,  Dance  Music 
and  other  sections.  The  effectiveness  of  the  new  catalogue  is  enhanced 
by  the  fact  that  the  possessor  can  keep  it  up  to  date  by  the  insertion  of 
additional  loose  leaves. 

Music  publishers  and  other  owners  of  copyright  have  been  most 
cordial  in  granting  permission  to  publish  in  Braille  works  controlled  by 
them,  and  we  are  deeply  indebted  to  them  for  their  constant  kindness.  It 
is  only  with  their  assistance  that  the  Institute  has  been  able  to  build  up  the 
largest  and  most  comprehensive  Braille  music  catalogue  in  the  world. 

In  1922  the  revised  Key  to  Braille  Music  Notation  was  published  in 
Braille  by  the  Institute.  We  are  now  glad  to  report  a further  great  advance 
towards  the  universal  standardisation  of  Braille  Music  Notation  by  the 
publication  of  a letterpress  edition  of  the  revised  Key,  with  a commendatory 
foreword  by  Sir  Landon  Ronald.  In  order  to  bring  this  edition  of  an 
extremely  important  treatise — the  result  of  many  years’  research  conducted 
by  experts  appointed  by  the  Institute — ^within  the  reach  of  all  interested 
in  music  and  music-instruction  for  the  blind,  we  are  offering  this  for  sale 
at  5s.  per  copy,  half  the  cost  price.  It  is  the  only  complete  exposition  of 
modern  Braille  Music  Notation  issued  in  ink-print  in  any  language,  and 
is  published  for  the  Institute  by  Messrs.  NoveUo  & Co.,  160  Wardour 
Street,  W.I . 

During  the  period  under  review,  many  carol  services,  carol  parties, 
musical  services,  organ  recitals,  etc.,  have  been  organised  to  assist  the 
Institute,  and  our  gratitude  is  due  to  the  clergy  and  organists  throughout 
the  country  who  have  helped  in  this  connection.  The  two  unique  carol 
booklets  (issued  gratis  for  the  purpose),  written  and  composed  by  blind 
poets  and  musicians,  have  been  extensively  used  for  such  services,  and 
their  literary  and  musical  merit  has  been  everywhere  acknowledged. 
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A third  book  of  carols  has  been  issued  during  the  year.  In  this  latest 
issue  of  the  series,  the  entire  music  has  been  composed  by  the  following 
eminent  organists  : Mr.  Norman  Cocker,  Mr.  G.  D.  Cunningham,  F.R.A.M., 
F.R.C.O.,  Mr.  Wm.  Faulkes,  Mr.  T.  W.  Hanforth  Mus.  Bac.,  F .R.C.O.,  Mr. 
Arthur  Meale,  and  Mr.  Wm.  Prendergast,  Mus.  Doc.  To  these  gentlemen 
we  are  very  deeply  indebted  for  this  most  practical  and  generous  recog- 
nition of  the  value  of  the  Instihite’s  work. 

The  three  carol  books  can  be  supplied  free  of  all  cost  to  those  willing 
to  organise  services,  etc.,  in  aid  of  the  Institute.  In  addition,  we  have 
recently  issued  a short  musical  playlet,  entitled  One  Midsummer  Day, 
which  has  been  specially  commended  by  the  Organist  of  Winchester 
Cathedral  as  eminently  suitable  for  performance  by  children.  The  playlet 
has  been  written  by  Miss  Monica  Chapman,  and  the  music  composed 
by  Mr.  Edward  Watson,  the  Secretary  of  the  Music  Department.  Free 
performing  rights,  together  with  the  requisite  number  of  copies,  are  gladly 
offered  to  schools  or  other  organisations  willing  to  devote  the  proceeds 
of  a performance  to  the  Institute’s  work. 

The  work  of  this  Department  in  connection  with  blind  pianoforte 
tuners  has  been  continued.  Many  highly  qualified  tuners  on  our  registers 
have  been  assisted  to  obtain  work ; but  we  are  anxious  to  secure  additional 
work  for  them,  as  few  trades  have  suffered  more  severely  during  recent 
years. 

Under  the  auspices  of  the  Institute,  many  recitals  and  lectures  (with 
musical  illustrations,  in  which  blind  organists  and  vocalists  have  colla- 
borated) have  been  given  during  the  year,  principally  in  the  Metropolitan 
area.  We  offer  our  thanks  to  all  who  have  kindly  granted  the  use  of 
churches,  chapels  and  lecture  halls  for  these  events.  The  British  Broad- 
casting Company  has  also  engaged  a number  of  blind  organists  for  the 
popular  recitals  broadcast  from  the  Institute’s  own  concert  hall  organ. 

At  most  of  the  lectures  and  recitals  ample  opportunity  has  been  afforded 
to  bring  forward  the  works  of  blind  composers  ; and  by  all  of  these  means 
not  only  have  the  capabilities  of  blind  instrumentalists,  vocalists  and 
composers  been  publicly  demonstrated,  but  that  fuller  recognition  secured 
which  is  essential  if  they  are  to  obtain  the  engagements  and  appointments 
which  their  musical  training  and  skill  not  only  entitle  them  to  seek,  but 
justify  us  and  all  bodies  working  in  the  interest  of  blind  musicians  in 
asking  lor  on  their  behalf. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  public  recognition  and  support  is  in- 
creasing. This  year  the  London  Society  of  Organists,  by  unanimously 
electing  the  veteran  blind  composer,  Mr.  Wm.  Wolstenholme,  Mus.  Bac. 
(Oxon.),  as  President  for  1925,  has  given  a higlJy  significant  lead  in  the 
right  direction  ; while  the  London  County  Council  has  already  engaged 
the  services  of  two  brilliant  young  blind  musicians — Mr.  Henry  G.  Newell, 
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The  Blind  Secretary 

L blind  girl  secretary  taking  down  letters  on  the  Stainsby-Wayne  Braille  Shorthand  Writer  from  dictation  by  one  of  the  blind 
leads  of  Departments  at  the  Institute.  From  her  shorthand  notes  on  the  paper  ribbon,  the  secretary  types  the  letters  on  an 
ordinary  typewriter.  Blind  shorthand  writers  can  attain  a speed  of  200  words  per  minute.  (See  pages  13  and 


“ Check  ” 

A quiet  game  of  chess  between  two  blind  chess  enthusiasts.  The  game  is  played  with  a special  board  and  men  which  fit  into 
holes  in  the  different  squares.  The  blind  are  extraordinarily  eflicient  at  the  game,  one  blind  boy  having  beaten  the  renowned 

Cppablanca.  (See  page  rg.) 


Geography  By  Touch 

A relief  map  of  England  and  Wales,  showing  mountain  ranges,  rivers  and  chief 
towns,  the  degrees  of  latitude  and  longitude  being  given  in  Braille.  Maps  such  as 
these  are  of  great  value  in  schools  for  the  blind.  {Ste  page  /p.) 


F.R.C.O.,  L.R.A.M.,  and  Mr.  H.  V.  Spanner,  Mus.  Bac.,  F.R.C.O.,  L.R..A.M. 
— one  as  Teacher  of  Aural  Culture,  etc.,  at  the  County  Council  Schools  for 
the  Blind,  and  the  other  as  Lecturer  on  Musical  Appreciation  at  the  courses 
held  at  the  Council’s  evening  institutes.  The  help  of  the  Institute  itself  in 
matters  affecting  the  blind  is  often  invoked  by  the  great  Academies  of 
Music  and  examining  bodies,  and  we  welcome  all  such  signs  that  the  cause 
of  blind  musicians  is  now  being  espoused  so  warmly  on  every  hand. 

Invaluable  pioneer  work  in  all  concerning  music  for  the  blind  has  been 
accomplished  by  the  Braille  Musical  Magazine,  a monthly  journal  published 
by  the  Institute  and  established  for  fifteen  years.  It  has  always  maintained 
a good  circulation  amongst  blind  musicians  and  students,  who  are,  through 
its  means,  kept  in  touch  with  vital  happenings  in  the  musical  world 
generally,  and  especially  in  regard  to  matters  in  which  they  are  more 
intimately  concerned.  Special  features  of  each  issue  are  (1)  Critical  reviews 
of  music  published  by  the  Institute,  and  (2)  Insets  of  high-class  musical 
compositions.  The  magazine  is  edited  by  three  blind  musicians  whose 
names  are  familiar  to  the  general  public  : Mr.  H.  E.  Platt,  Mr.  Wm. 
Wolstenholme,  Mus.  Bac.(Oxon.),  F.R.C.O.,  and  Mr.  H.  C.  Warrilow, 
F.R.C.O.,  whilst  the  reviewer  (also  blind)  is  Mr.  H.  V.  Spanner,  Mus.  Bac., 
F.R.C.O.,  L.R.A.M. 

Devices,  Apparatus,  Models,  etc. 

During  the  year  much  attention  has  been  devoted  to  improving  and 
perfecting  all  apparatus  provided  for  the  blind.  This  is  specially  the  case 
in  connection  with  the  Stainsby- Wayne  Braille  Writer,  of  which  already 
some  6,000  have  been  sold.  It  is  hoped  that  when  certain  modifications, 
which  are  now  being  considered,  are  incorporated  with  the  existing 
mechanism,  we  shall  have  a writing  machine  so  cheap,  portable  and 
efficient  that  even  the  present  large  sales  will  be  considerably  augmented. 
Neither  the  prime  inventor — the  Secretary-General  of  the  Institute — nor 
the  Institute  itself  reap  any  benefit  from  the  sale  of  these  machines  nor 
from  that  of  the  Stainsby- Wayne  Shorthand  Machine. 

For  some  considerable  time  it  has  been  apparent  that  some  of  the 
pleasures  of  the  blind  have  been  curtailed  owing  to  the  absence  of  suitable 
games.  The  cost  and  difficulty  of  adapting  the  greater  proportion  of  those 
used  by  sighted  people  woxrld  be  so  great  that  it  is  impossible  to  supply  a 
large  variety ; but,  with  the  aid  of  our  voluntary  workers,  very  careful 
selections  of  parlour  games  have  now  been  made,  and  we  shall  immediately 
proceed  to  increase  the  present  supply. 

In  addition  to  parlour  games,  the  adaptation  of  other  popular  pastimes 
suitable  for  the  blind  is  receiving  very  careful  consideration. 

The  question  of  relief  map  production  is  also  being  examined,  and 
extensive  experiments  are  being  conducted. 
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The  demand  for  Braille  writing  machines,  Braille  hand  frames,  pen 
and  pencil  frames,  watches,  and  tools  for  blind  pianoforte  tuners  has 
steadily  increased  during  the  past  year. 

The  practice  of  loaning  educational  models  to  schools  for  the  blind 
has  been  continued  with  great  success. 


Assignments  and  Allocations  to  Local  Institutions. 

The  policy  of  co-operating  with  local  societies  and  institutions  for  the 
blind  all  over  the  country  has  been  continued.  The  Institute  is  constantly 
endeavouring  to  arrange  with  such  institutions  and  societies  agreements 
whereby  an  agreed  percentage  raised  in  local  areas  is  apportioned  to  the 
respective  local  societies,  the  apportionment  in  most  cases  being  con- 
siderably in  excess  of  the  amount  retained  by  the  Institute. 

During  the  year,  closer  co-operation  has  been  arranged  vidth  the 
Midland  group  of  Institutions  for  the  Blind,  of  which  Birmingham  is  the 
centre.  Under  the  new  arrangement,  the  collection  of  funds  is  managed 
by  a Committee,  on  which  the  Midland  Institutions  and  the  Institute  are 
represented,  the  Institute  receiving  for  national  work  an  agreed  portion 
of  the  net  amount  collected  in  the  area  covered  by  the  Committee’s 
operations. 

During  the  period  under  review,  assignments  and  allocations  amounting 
to  £23,180  19s.  7d.  (in  addition  to  £13,500  distributed  to  Metropolitan 
Institutions  and  Societies  by  the  Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind,  dealt 
with  in  the  following  section)  have  been  distributed  as  follows  : — 


Bedfordshire  : 

£ 

s. 

d. 

Bedford  and  District  Society  for  the  Welfare- of  the 

Blind 

32 

16 

0 

Berkshire  : 

Berkshire  County  Blind  Society 

123 

0 

0 

Cornwall  : 

Cornwall  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

100 

0 

0 

Devon  : 

Devon  County  Association  for  the  Blind  ... 

200 

0 

0 

North  Devon  Home  Teaching  Society  tor  the  Blind 

175 

0 

0 

South  Devon  and  Cornwall  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Plymouth 

700 

0 

0 

West  of  England  Institution  for  the  Blind,  Exeter 

500 

0 

0 

Dorsetshire  : 

Mayor  of  Weymouth’s  Fund  for  the  Blind... 

18 

0 

0 

Durham  : 

Darlington  Society  for  the  Blind 

Sunderland  and  Durham  County  Royal 

183 

9 

() 

Institute  for  the  Blind 

1,300 

0 

0 

Less  Donations  paid  direct  to  the  Society 

358 

2 

9 

9-11 

17 

3 

Glamorganshire  : 

Cardiff  Institute  for  the  Blind 

2,750 

0 

0 

Rhondda  Institute  for  the  Blind 

55 

0 

0 

20 


Giouc«atershire  : 

Bath  Home  Teaching  Society  ...  •.  ...* 

Bristol — Clifton  Home  for  Blind  Women  ... 

Cheltenham  Workshops  for  the  Blind 

Hampshire  : 

Hampshire  Association  for  the  Care  of  the  Blind 
Portsmouth  Brotherhood  Social  Club  for  the  Blind 
Southampton  Association  for  the  Blind 
Huntingdonshire  : 

Mayor  of  Huntingdon’s  Fund  for  the  Blind 
Lancashire  : 

Barrow-in-Furness  Society  for  the  Blind 
Blackpool  and  Fylde  Society  for  the  Blind... 

Liverpool — School  for  the  Indigent  Blind,  Hardman  Street 
Liverpool — Workshops  and  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the 
Outdoor  Blind 

Manchester — Henshaw’s  Institution  for  the  Blind 
Lincolnshire  : 

Lincoln  Society  for  the  Blind 
London  : 

Association  of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs 
Barclay  Workshop  for  Blind  Women 
College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind 
National  Library  for  the  Blind  (Northern  Branch) 

National  Union  of  the  Professional  and  Industrial  Blind 
Monmouthshire  : 

Newport  and  Monmouthshire  Blind  Aid  Society  ... 

Norfolk  : 

Norwich  Institution  for  the  Blind 
Yarmouth  Welfare  Society  for  the  Blind 
Northumberland  : 

Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Home  Teaching  Society 
Newcastle — Royal  Victoria  School  for  the  Blind... 

Newcastle — Workshops  for  the  Adult  Blind 

Nottinghamslnre  : 

Royal  Midland  Institution  for  the  Blind 
Shropshire  : 

Shropshire  Association  for  the  Blind 
Somerset  : 

Bridgwater  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind 
Somerset  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

Staffordshire  : 

Staffordshire  Association  for  the  Blind 
Wolverhampton  Society  for  the  Blind 
Suffolk  ; 

East  Suffolk  Blind  Association 
Ipswich  Society  for  the  Blind... 

Surrey  ; 

Croydon  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Blind 


30 

3 

3 

350 

0 

0 

'lOO 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

400 

0 

0 

350 

0 

0 

7 

7 

0 

483 

3 

9 

250 

0 

0 

500 

0 

0 

3.750 

0 

0 

_',09l 

13 

4 

7 

1 

11 

160 

0 

0 

79 

7 

5 

21 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

10 

0 

0 

733 

6 

8 

400 

0 

0 

23 

2 

1 

250 

0 

0 

350 

0 

0 

1,175 

0 

0 

45 

17 

3 

50 

0 

0 

57 

12 

1 1 

100 

0 

0 

12 

16 

0 

125 

7 

2 

10 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 
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Sussex  : , 

Brighton  Society  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Bhnd 
East  Sussex  Association  for  the  Bhnd 

Worcestershire  : 

Worcester  College  for  the  Blind 


320  0 0 
50  0 0 

1.000  0 0 


Yorkshire  : . , , di  j 

Barnsley  and  District  Associat^n  for  the  Blind  ...  .j. 

Doncaster  and  District  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Bhnd 

Keighley  Institution  for  the  Blind  ...  

Leeds  School  for  Blind  and  Deaf  Children 
Leeds  United  Institute  for  the  Blind 


Esperanto  Ligilo  (Esperanto  Magazine  for  the  Blind) 


Total 


400  0 0 
278  0 0 
183  13  I 
5 3 0 
2,600  0 0 
20  0 0 


23.180  19  7 


Greater  London  Fund  for  the  Blind. 

The  steady  progress  of  the  Greater  London  Fund,  which  is  conducted 
by  the  National  Institute,  has  befen  maintained,  and  the  results  of  the  year  s 
work  are  most  satisfactory. 

Owing  to  the  heavy  rain,  the  collection  on  Geranium  Day,  1924,  was 
£I  ,000  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  the  results  of  other  activities  have 
made  up  for  this  deficiency,  and  a further  sum  of  £1,500  has  been  added 
to  the  total  income. 

This  increase  in  income,  in  conjunction  with  a reduction  in  expenditure, 
has  reduced  the  cost  of  collection  by  more  than  3 per  cent.  In  view  ot  the 
increasing  difficulty  in  obtaining  money  for  charitable  purposes  we  consider 
this  reduction  satisfactory. 

The  larger  sum  available  has  resulted  in  an  increased  distribution  of 
£4,700  during  the  year,  namely,  £3,200  to  the  participating  institutioiis  ai^ 
£1 ,500  in  special  grants  to  other  societies,  as  shown  in  the  appended  list : 


Allocations. 

National  Institute  for  the  Blind  ...  •••  j" 

London  Society  for  Teaching  and  Training  the  Blind 
London  Association  for  the  Blind  ...  ...  ••  ••• 

Incorporated  Association  for  Promoting  the  General  Weltare 
of  the  Blind  (including  Audit  Fee  and  Cost  of  Distribution) 
Blind  Employment  Factory 
Barclay  Workshop  for  Blind  Women 

Workshop  for  the  Blind  of  Kent  ... 

grants. 

Metropolitan  and  Adjacent  Counties  Association  for  the  Blind 

National  Library  for  the  Blind 

East  London  Home  and  School  for  Blind  Children 

Indigent  Blind  Visiting  Society 

Kent  County  Association  for  the  Blind 

Essex  Voluntary  Association  for  the  Blind 
Middlesex  Association  for  the  Blind 


£ 

s. 

d. 

12,000 

0 

0 

3,101 

6 

1 

3,024 

4 

4 

2,714 

13 

5 

1,681 

9 

10 

815 

17 

0 

662 

9 

4 

800 

0 

0 

200 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

100 

0 

0 

70 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 

50 

0 

0 
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North  London  Homes  for  Aged  Christian  Blind  Men  and 


Women  ...  ..  •••  ...  ••  50  0 0 

Guild  of  Blind  Gardeners  ...  ...  ...  ..  20  0 0 

Surrey  County  Association  for  the  Blind  ...  ..  ...  20  0 0 

Hertfordshire  Society  for  the  Blind  ...  ...  1000 

The  Laura  Strickland  Scheme  for  the  Blind  ...  10  0 0 

The  Hepburn  Starey  Blind  Aid  Society .. . .-  -.  - 1000 

South  London  Association  for  Assisting  the  Blind  ...  10  0 0 


£25.500  0 0 


As  evidence  of  the  practical  and  increasing  value  of  this  centralised 
appeal,  we  particularly  desire  to  draw  attention  to  the  special  grants  made 
to  various  societies  and  institutions  outside  the  original  scheme  of  the  Fund. 

During  the  year  the  activities  of  the  Fund  have  extended  in  every 
direction,  especially  on  the  social  side.  Ten  new  circles  of  Helpers  of  the 
Blind  have  been  formed,  and  the  blind  artistes  connected  with  the  Fund 
have  given  successful  concerts  in  all  parts  of  London.  The  publicity  value 
of  this  side  of  the  work  finds  expression  not  only  in  direct  financial  results, 
but  in  the  number  of  voluntary  workers  who  are  attracted  to  the  cause  and 
whose  services  are  particularly  valuable  on  Geranium  Day.  Each  year 
an  increasing  number  of  London  women,  from  the  poorest  East  End  districts 
as  well  as  the  wealthier  suburbs,  look  upon  this  annual  event  as  their  own 
special  “ Thanksgiving  Day  ” for  the  blessings  of  sight.  We  tender  our 
sincere  thanks  to  all  these  devoted  workers  in  the  cause  of  the  blind  and 
to  all  contributors  to  the  Fund,  and  wish  to  express  our  special  thanks  to 
the  members  of  the  Theatrical  and  Ladies’  Committees  ; to  the  officials 
and  members  of  the  Circles  of  Helpers  of  the  Blind  ; and  to  the  Printing 
and  Kindred  Trades  Blind  Aid  Committee. 

The  last-named  Committee  has  been  tireless  in  organising  special 
efforts,  particularly  through  their  own  trade. 

Another  notable  feature  of  the  year’s  work  has  been  the  increased 
support  received  from  the  City,  where  the  Fund  is  gradually  gaining  recog- 
nition as  the  best  means  for  the  collection  and  distribution  of  the  money 
available  for  the  many  and  varied  needs  of  the  blind  community. 

The  Lord  Mayor  of  London  (Sir  Alfred  Bower)  is  President  of  the  Fund, 
and  signed  last  year’s  general  appeal,  together  with  the  Bishop  of  London, 
llie  Archbishop  of  Westminster,  the  President  of  the  National  Free  Church 
Council,  the  Chief  Rabbi,  Lady  Astor,  M.P.,  Lord  Terrington,  Lady 
Terrington,  Mr.  D.  Lloyd  George,  M.P.,  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Newbould.  For 
this  very  distinguished  support  we  are  deeply  grateful. 

We  feel  that  the  marked  and  steady  progress  of  the  Fund  has  justified 
the  policy  which  led  to  its  initiation,  and  we  confidently  ask  its  many 
friends  and  supporters  to  continue  the  efforts  which  are  having  so  remark- 
able a result. 
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Comparative  Statement  of  Receipts,  Expenditure  and  Distribution 
of  the  Greater  London  Fund  from  its  inception  to  31st  March,  1925 


16  months 

Year 

Year 

Year 

ending 

ending 

ending 

ending 

3 1 St 

3lst 

3lst 

3ist 

March, 

March 

March 

March 

1922. 

1923. 

1924. 

1925. 

£ 

!L 

£ 

£ 

Gross  Receipts  ... 

*50,712 

39,678 

44,894 

46,436 

Expenditure 

•27,143 

20,522 

21,428 

20,704 

Cost  OF  Collection 

53-52% 

51-72% 

47-73% 

44-58% 

Distribution  : — 

National  Institute  ... 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

12,000 

Participating  Institutions  ... 

10,000 

10,000 

10,000 

12.000 

Metropolitan  and  Adjacent  Coun- 

ties  Association  ... 

800 

1,000 

800 

800 

Other  Societies 

— 

— 

— 

700 

£20,800 

£21,000 

£20,800 

£25,500 

*0n  the  bans  of  these  fi^ures^  the  estimated  Gross  Receipts  and  Expenditure  for  the 
year  ending yist  March^  ig22^  may  be  taken  as  £38^0^4  and  £20,338  respectively. 


Ex-Servicemen’s  Fund. 

Last  year  we  briefly  reported  the  establishment  of  a Fund,  under  the 
immediate  care  of  our  Chairman,  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E., 
for  the  training  and  after-care  of  men  who  are  blind  or  may  become  blind 
on  returning  to  civilian  life  after  discharge  from  His  Majesty’s  Forces,  and 
blind  dependents  of  serving  and  ex-service  men.  The  cases  covered  by 
this  Fund  include  those  of  blind  ex-soldiers  who  for  one  reason  or  another 
are  ineligible  for  assistance  by  St.  Dunstan’s  and  have  no  pensions. 

The  Admiralty,  the  Army  Council  and  the  Air  Council  have  shown 
their  approval  of  the  Fund  by  becoming  annual  subscribers,  and  consider- 
able financial  support  is  being  given  by  various  units  of  all  branches  of 
His  Majesty’s  Forces.  An  interesting  fact  is  that  many  units  of  the  Indian 
Army  have  generously  assisted  the  Fund. 

Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Lord  Beatty,  the  late  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir 
Frederick  Doveton  Sturdee  and  Admiral  of  the  Fleet  Sir  Charles  Madden 
have  made  a special  appeal  to  the  Navy ; Field-Marshals  Lord  Allenby 
and  Sir  William  Robertson  to  the  Army ; and  Air-Chief-Marshal  Sir 
Hugh  Trenchard  and  Air-Marshal  Sir  John  Salmond  to  the  Air  Force. 
For  this  practical  and  most  valuable  assistance  we  are  deeply  grateful. 
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The  Fund  is  still  in  its  infancy,  but  it  is  hoped  that  when  it  becomes 
more  generally  known,  especially  amongst  the  serving  members  of  His 
Majesty’s  Forces,  a sufficient  annual  amount  will  be  subscribed  to  insure 
that  no  blind  ex-service  man  or  the  blind  dependents  of  soldiers,  sailors 
and  airmen  shall  be  in  want. 

Much  good  training  work  has  already  been  accomplished,  but  there 
are  many  whose  physical  disabilities  prevent  them  from  being  trained. 
Accordingly,  it  is  hoped  that  a subsidiary  Pension  Fund  for  such  cases  will 
be  formed  from  the  Central  Fund. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  approximately  90  men  on  our  books,  to 
say  nothing  of  their  dependents.  One  of  the  first  cases  to  be  dealt  with 
was  that  of  a man  who  was  absolutely  “ down  and  out  ” and  on  his  way 
to  the  workhouse.  He  was  not  only  taught  a trade,  but  is  now  a qualified 
teacher  himself  and  self-supporting.  Three  men  have  recently  qualified 
as  masseurs  at  our  School  of  Massage ; one  of  these  has  been  fuUy 
equipped,  and  the  other  two  partially  equipped  in  clinics  of  their  own 
and  will  shortly,  it  is  hoped,  be  self-supporting.  Several  men  have  been 
financed  and  helped  in  starting  private  businesses.  One  man  has 
received  some  assistance  with  some  patents  which  are  now  proving 
successful.  Three  have  been  trained  as  telephone  operators,  and  others 
as  mat-makers  and  basket-makers,  while  some  men  are  already  making 
good  as  mattress-makers. 

One  ex-soldier  has  a blind  wife  and  four  blind  children,  others  have 
parents,  wives  and  children  who  have  needed  assistance,  and  all  these 
cases  and  many  others  have  been  helped  in  different  ways  by  this  special 
Fund. 

Blind  Babies’  Homes. 

Last  year  we  reported  that  owing  to  the  successful  results  obtained 
at  “ Sunshine  House,"  Chorley  Wood,  Herts.,  a second  Home  for  Blind 
Babies  had  been  established  at  Southport,  Lancs.  The  applications  for 
the  admission  of  blind  babies  into  these  two  Homes  were,  however,  so 
numerous  that  we  considered  it  imperative  that  a third  Home  should  ’be 
provided.  Accordingly,  we  have  secured,  at  an  almost  nominal  price, 
premises  admirably  suited  to  the  purpose  in  Warwick  New  Road, 
Leamington  Spa,  Warwickshire.  This  extension  has  already  been 
justified  ; at  the  time  of  writing,  the  third  Home,  which  accommodates  30 
children,  is  more  than  two-thirds  full.  It  will  be  publicly  opened  in  the 
coming  autumn. 

As  far  as  possible  children  are  admitted  to  the  three  Homes  from  the 
districts — Northern,  Midland  and  Southern — in  which  they  are  respectively 
situated.  This  arrangement  facilitates  the  visits  to  the  Home's  of  parents 
and  friends,  and  simplifies  the  maintenance  organisation. 

In  previous  reports  full  details  have  been  given  of  the  daily  regime 
and  of  the  educational  and  general  training  methods  employed  at  the 
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Sunshine  Homes.  We  are  constantly  endeavouring  to  perfect  our  system, 
and  are  gratified  to  report  that  the  results  already  achieved  continue  to 
be  excellent.  The  kindergarten  classes  are  equal  to  those  at  the  best 
schools.  Classes  are  held  out-of-doors  in  the  summer  under  ideal  con- 
ditions. In  the  morning,  Bible  stories  and  hymns  are  followed  by  music, 
kindergarten  lessons  and  nature  talks  ; in  the  afternoon,  there  are  games, 
stories,  music  again,  and  play  with  toys.  Singing  and  dancing  are  also 
included  in  the  curriculum. 

“ Sunshine  ” babies  invariably  take  high  positions  at  the  schools  for 
the  blind  to  which  they  are  transferred  on  attaining  the  age  of  five,  and  are 
fully  equipped  to  play  their  parts  well  in  after-life.  Formerly,  when  the 
first  five  all-important  years  of  existence  were  passed  in  loneliness  and 
neglect,  bad  habits  were  contracted  and  intellects  were  stultified  ; now,  a 
foundation  of  love  and  care  prepares  the  little  minds  for  rapid  growth  on  nor- 
mal lines.  Blindness,  to  be  conquered,  must  be  tackled  at  the  root,  and 
this  is  what  the  Sunshine  Homes  are  doing. 

It  should  be  mentioned  here  that  the  Board  of  Education  now  authorises 
the  retention  in  the  Homes  of  children  over  the  age  of  five  and  up  to  the 
age  of  seven  in  cases  where  further  training  is  desirable,  and  also  in  cases 
where  for  some  reason  there  are  no  immediate  vacancies  in  local  schools 
for  the  blind. 

Careful  attention  is  paid  to  the  general  health  of  the  children,  who  are 
visited  regularly  by  the  Dentist,  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  and  the  Medical 
Officer.  A most  gratifying  result  of  this  constant  medical  supervision  has 
been  the  recovery  (see  below)  or  the  partial  recovery  in  some  cases  of  eye- 
sight. One  such  case  is  alone  worth  much  expenditure  and  trouble,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  as  time  goes  on  there  will  be  a far  larger  proportion  of 
similar  cases.  As  to  general  health,  it  is  found  that  the  babies  begin  to 
improve  from  the  first  few  days  after  admission.  Each  week  they  become 
more  interesting  to  themselves  and  to  others. 

The  following  extracts  from  reports  received  from  the  matrons  of  the 
Homes  at  Chorley  Wood  and  Southport  will,  we  feel  sure,  interest  all  who 
are  concerned  in  child  welfare  and  who  love  a baby ; — 

The  babies  are  all  most  interesting  and  very  happy.  They  have  a keen  sense 
of  humour  and  much  imagination  ; their  great  delight  is  to  “make  believe,’’ 
and  often  the  whole  routine  of  the  day  is  gone  through  by  their  acting  as 
“ Matron, ’’  **  Nurses,”  etc. 

They  are  very  kind  to  each  other,  and  always  enquire  sympathetically 
after  anyone  who  for  some  reason  has  had  to  remain  in  bed. 

Note  the  following  little  dialogue  : — 

Arnold  (to  William^  after  the  latter  had  been  kept  quiet  in  bed):  Are 
you  better,  William  ? 

William  : Yes,  thank  you. 

Arnold  : Who  made  you  better  ? 

William:  Dr.  Mewburn  Brown  and  Matron;  but  (with  emphasis)  God 
helped  them  both  I 
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The  second  photograph  shows  him 
very  much  better  in  general  health, 
and  with  eyesight  much  improved, 
due  to  the  care  and  attention  given 
him  at  the  Home. 


The  third  photograph  was  taken 
just  before  he  was  transferred,  owing 
to  the  recovery  of  his  eyesight,  to  an 
ordinary  elementary  school. 


A Magnificent 
Result 


'’^HESE  three  photographs 
provide  a remarkable 
illustration  of  the  value  of 
the  work  now  being  accom- 
plished at  the  "Sunshine” 
Homes. 


The  first  photograph 
is  that  of  a blind  baby- 
boy  when  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  one  of  the 
" Sunshine  ” Homes, 
with  just  a glimmer 
of  sight. 


BUND 

If  a visit  to  the  Homes  is,  at  the  moment,  imj 
— and  who  is  not?— will  examine  these  pictut 
more  marked  and  lasting  effect  than  pages  of  v 
babies  paddling  on  the  golden  sands ! See  the 
or  gathering  a posy  amongst  the  fragrant  blut 
mites  love  “ dressing  up,”  and  delight  in  “ enterta 
they  cluster  round  the  gramophone,  nurse  thi 
seek  excitedly  for  mysterious  toys  in  a magic  b« 
the  “ Sunshine  ” Babies  are  just  ordinary,  lovca! 
and  know,  and  responding  whole-heartedly,  as  < 
words  and  the  constant  Ic 

If  you  feel  despondent,  go  to  any  one  of  the  “ i 
vanish ; for  each  Home  affords  an  object  lessor 


Life  at  the  Sunshine  H 

l^residcnt  * “ H.R.H. 


A full  description, of  the  invaluable  work  which  is  being  ac 
of  this  report,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  induce  all  who 
beginning,  maintaining  and  extending  this  vital  branch  of 
the  Homes.  We  are  certain  that  a visit  from  however  fa 
whose  lives  might  otherwise  have  been  such  pitiful  tragediej 
and  content,  and  surrounded  by  all  tha 


3mcs  for  Blind  Babies 

PRINCESS  BEATRICE 


romplished  at  these  Homes  is  given  on  pages  25-28 
have  so  generously  assisted  the  National  Institute  in 
ts  work,  to  make  a point  of  visiting  other  ot 

r will  be  amply  repaid  by  the  sight  of  little  ones 
— working  and  playing  in  an  atmosphere  or  happiness 
: loving  care  can  do  for  them. 


ipossible,  we  trust  that  all  interested  in  a baby 
rfs.  A photograph  often  tells  a story  with 
mtten  description  can  convey.  Look  at  the 
itm  climbing  the  laburnum  tree  in  full  bud, 
iifbells ! Like  all  babies  these  sightless  little 
iiaing  to  tea”  on  the  sunny  lawns.  See  how 
leir  dolls  with  quaint  motherly  affection,  and 
1)0K  1 In  all  that  they  do,  at  work  or  at  play, 
able  little  children,  eager  to  enquire  and  learn 
(/ery  other  wee  thing,  to  the  care,  the  kind 
love  of  their  guardians. 

Sunshine  ” Homes,  and  your  despondency  will 
)ii  on  how  to  tackle  and  vanquish  misfortune. 


Walking  along 
che  seashore, 
playing  fairy 
games,  romping 
in  the  gardens  — 
so  the  "Sun- 
shine” children 
pass  away  che 
golden  hours  of 
babyhood. 


SNAPSHOTS 

OF 

"SUNSHINE” 


Tliesc  snapshots 
are  typical  of 
the  happy  and 
healthy  lives  of 
the  children  at  the 
"Sunshine” 
Homes,  who  are 
as  keen  at  work 
as  they  are  joyful 
at  play. 


One  Sunday  afternoon  a story  was  being  told  to  the  children  of  the 
little  lamb  that  went  astray,  and  how  the  Shepherd  took  his  crook  and  went 
to  seek  it.  They  were  asked  if  they  could  describe  a crook.  “Yes,’  said  a 
chorus  of  voices,  “ Mrs.  Norman  Crook.”  (This  lady  is  a visitor  well  known 
to  the  babies.) 

Sometimes  the  babies  have  imaginary  meals  in  the  garden,  and  the  service 
is  perfect.  One  day  Matron  was  given  her  tea,  which  consisted  of  bread 
and  butter,  jam  and  cream,  ginger  and  chocolate  biscuits,  and,  lastly,  tea  to 
drink.  “Now,”  said  William,  “because  you  have  had  such  a lot  of  rich 
things  for  your  tea,  you  must  have  some  medicine  ! ” 

Kindergarten  mistresses  of  the  different  schools  for  the  blind,  where  “ Sun- 
shine” babies  are  sent  after  attaining  the  age  of  five  years,  are  unanimous  in 
their  praise  of  these  little  ones.  Many  have  said  that  it  is  a real  joy  to  have 
them.  They  are  so  full  of  interest  in  all  that  surrounds  them,  and  are  so  well 
trained  and  helpful,  while  their  love  for  “ Sunshine  House  ” and  all  connected 
with  the  Home  from  whence  they  come  is  unbounded. 

One  child,  owing  to  the  careful  and  constant  medical  treatment  he  received, 
completely  recovered  his  sight,  and  has  been  sent  to  an  ordinary  elementary 
school.  He  was  able  to  read  and  write  before  he  left  the  Home,  and  was  a 
source  of  great  interest  to  the  other  children,  inasmuch  as  he  could  read  from 
books  and  cards  and  had  no  need  of  a Braillette  board. 

In  the  autumn  the  children  take  great  delight  looking  for  apples  in  the 
orchard,  and  the  berries  on  the  rose  and  hawthorn  bushes. 

At  Christmas,  the  babies  at  one  of  the  Homes  presented  a short  play, 
“The  Wonderful  Dollies.’’  The  children  were  charming.  It  was  so  very, 
very  hard  to  keep  it  all  a secret,  but  they  managed  to  do  so  ; and  when 
they  were  dressed  up  to  represent  different  dolls  such  as  the  Golliwog  and 
Fairy  Doll,  etc.,  the  excitement  was  intense.  No  clapping  was  allowed  until 
all  the  items  were  finished,  and  then  the  baby  actors  clapped  themselves. 

A line  in  one  song — “ ’Neath  the  chilly  blast  ’’ — was  wittily  explained  by 
Wilfrid.  “ That,”  he  interpreted,  “ is  what  brings  chilblains  to  my  toes  ! ” 

Thus,  in  an  atmosphere  of  content  and  happiness,  life  passes  at  the 
Sunshine  Homes,  creating  in  the  minds  of  the  babies 

Those  first  affections. 

Those  shadowy  recollections 
Which,  be  they  what  they  may. 

Are  yet  the  fountain-light  of  all  our  day.  " 

In  fact,  but  for  these  Homes,  most  of  these  loveable  little  ones  might 
be  condemned  to  a darkness  infinitely  more  terrible  than  the  darkness  of 
eyes  that  cannot  see — the  impenetrable  darkness  of  minds  that  cannot 
understand. 

For  their  invaluable  work  in  connection  with  the  Sunshine  Homes  we 
wish  to  express  our  deepest  thanks  to  the  Honorary  Medical  Officers,  to 
the  members  of  the  local  Committees,  and  to  Mrs.  Needham  and  Mrs. 
Spillane,  Honorary  Secretaries  of  the  Chorley  Wood  Local  Committee, 
Mrs.  Frazer  and  Mrs.  Boyle,  Honorary  Secretaries  of  the  Rickmansworth 
Local  Committee,  Mrs.  Nield,  O.B.E.,  Chairman,  Miss  Beryl  Nield  and 
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Miss  Doreen  Brooks,  Honorary  Secretaries,  and  Miss  K.  Gittens,  Honorary 
Treasurer,  of  the  Southport  Local  Committee. 

Chorley  Wood  College  for  Girls  with  little  or  no  sight. 

The  number  of  pupils  at  the  College,  which  can  accommodate  50,  is 
still  30,  those  who  have  left  having  quickly  been  replaced  by  new  pupils. 
All  old  pupils  refer  to  the  time  spent  at  the  College  in  the  happiest  terms. 

A visit  to  the  College  amply  repays  anyone  interested  in  progressive 
educational  work  for  the  blind.  To  see  the  girls  working  and  playing  in  a 
perfectly  normal  manner,  with  the  zest  and  high  spirits  of  the  British  school 
girl,  is  to  realise  the  value  of  such  establishments  as  the  College.  It  is 
difficult  to  comprehend  that  these  very  independent  and  self-reliant  girls 
are  all  handicapped  by  lack  of  sight.  The  routine  (both  in  work  and  in 
play)  is  that  of  the  usual  public  school.  Some  difficulties  might  be  expected 
with  games,  but  these  have  been  eliminated  by  the  Principal’s  invention 
of  a special  form  of  net-ball  game.  Several  adjacent  girls’  schools  have 
learnt  this  game,  and  inter-coUegiate  matches  are  played. 

A School  Magazine  is  published,  in  which  the  girls  take  much  interest 
and  to  which  they  contribute. 

During  the  year  a very  successful  bazaar  was  held  at  the  College,  and 
we  wish  to  express  our  thanks  to  all  who  so  very  kindly  helped  to  make 
the  bazaar  a big  financial  success. 

H.R.H.  Princess  Mary  Viscountess  Lascelles  is  President  of  the  College, 
and  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Institute  now  constitutes  a Board  of 
Governors  to  the  College. 

Massage  Department. 

The  activities  of  this  Department  include  a School  of  Massage,  a 
Massage  Library  and  the  Massage  Department  proper,  incorporating  the 
special  After-Care  Section. 

Massage  is  pre-eminently  the  profession  in  which  the  blind  can  suc- 
cessfully compete  with  the  sighted.  Intelligent  blind  people,  thoroughly 
trained,  can  become  skilled  practitioners  of  the  highest  class,  capable  of 
earning  good  incomes.  In  anything  to  do  with  touch,  the  blind  are 
not  only  equal  to  but  are  better  than  the  sighted  ; thus,  a profession  which 
depends  so  much  upon  touch  offers  the  blind  first-rate  opportunities. 

During  the  past  year  men  and  women  students  in  the  Massage  School 
have  successfully  qualified  in  massage,  medical  gymnastics  and  medical 
electricity.  In  connection  with  the  four  scholarships  founded  by  Gardner’s 
Trust  for  the  Blind  lor  training  in  massage,  all  were  taken  up  during  the 
year.  The  School,  which  is  the  one  training  centre  for  blind  masseurs 
and  masseuses  in  Great  Britain,  is  recognised  by  the  Board  of  Education. 
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Its  Principal  and  several  members  of  the  teaching  staff  are  blind  them- 
selves, and  thus  give  a splendid  example  to  their  pupils. 

The  special  training  given  to  blind  students  in  medical  electricity  is 
in  charge  of  Dr.  Murray  Levick,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (Lond.)  and — in  addition 
to  a sighted  assistant — a blind  masseur,  who  has  specialised  in  the  subject, 
has  been  appointed  on  the  staff  to  give  instruction  in  the  theory  of  elec- 
tricity and  the  construction  of  batteries.  Our  very  grateful  thanks  are  due 
to  Mr.  P.  Jenner  Verrall,  F.R.C.S.(Eng.),  the  well-known  orthop2edic 
surgeon,  who,  during  the  past  term,  has  given  much  of  his  valuable  time 
to  delivering  a special  course  of  lectures  to  blind  students  on  modern 
orthopaedics. 

Mr.  Jenner  Verrall  has  also  been  appointed  to  undertake  the  editorial 
work  in  connection  with  the  Massage  Library,  and  Mr.  P.  L.  Way, 
C.S.M.M.G.,  has  been  appointed  as  adviser  to  post-graduate  students 
and  practising  blind  masseurs  and  masseuses,  as  to  the  treatment  of  patients 
and  the  selection  of  books.  It  is  hoped  that,  as  time  goes  on,  a considerable 
number  of  new  works  will  be  added  to  the  Library,  which  is  of  great  assis- 
tance to  blind  masseurs  and  masseuses  established  and  practising  in 
different  parts  of  the  country. 

The  total  number  of  blind  civilian  masseurs  and  masseuses  on  the 
register  of  the  Massage  Department  is  100.  The  settlement  of  blind  masseurs 
and  masseuses,  after  qualifying,  requires  ever-increasing  care  and  attention. 
During  the  past  year,  settlements  and  re-settlements  have  been  handled, 
and  considerable  help  has  been  extended  to  those  in  practice  by  way 
of  circularisation  of  the  medical  profession,  hospitals,  nursing  homes,  etc., 
careful  advertising  through  the  recognised  channels,  and  in  equipping 
clinics  with  massage  and  electrical  apparatus. 

The  following  extracts  from  some  of  the  many  letters  received  by  the 
Department  testily  to  the  practical  benefit  afforded  by  this  Branch  of 
the  Institute’s  work  : — 

1.  “You  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  things  have  improved  considerably  with 
me  during  the  past  two  months,  1 have  had  a fair  amount  of  private  work  and 

also  several  weeks  at  the Hospital,  including  a short  engagement  in 

charge  of  the  electrical  work  there.  This  is  the  first  time  1 have  been  asked  to 
do  this  work  at  this  hospital,  and  1 think  that  it  will  go  a long  way  towards 
bringing  me  more  work." 

(Later.) 

“ You  will  be  pleased  to  hear  that  1 have  been  offered  and  have  accepted  a 
permanent  half-time  appointment  at  the  hospital,  for  massage  and  electrical  work. 

1 shall  never  lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  my  first  entry  to  the  hospital  was 
the  direct  outcome  of  your  kind  efiorts  on  my  behalf." 

2.  “ 1 applied  for  a vacancy  at  the Infirmary,  giving  all  particulars 

regarding  my  training,  and  also  enclosing  the  three  references  1 had.  1 
received  a letter  the  next  day  from  the  Medical  Superintendent,  saying  he  had 
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my  letter  and  he  noted  that  I was  trained  at  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
and  he  would  like  me  to  call  on  him  at  the  Infirmary.  This  I did,  with  the 
result  that  1 have  been  put  on  a three  months'  probation.  1 am  the  only 
masseur  in  the  Infirmary,  and  understand  that  there  are  about  fifteen  masseuses 
there.” 

(Later.) 

"You  will  be  interested  to  hear  how  I am  getting  along.  I was  retained  in 

the Infirmary  after  my  three  months  probation.  1 have  at  present  five 

private  patients.’’ 


3.  **  My  wife  and  myself  wish  to  thank  you  again  so  much  for  all  you  have 

done  for  our  son,  and  the  splendid  support  you  are  giving  him.  All  his 
apparatus  arrived  in  perfect  order.” 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  a blind  masseuse  has  been  appointed  to 
the  Institute’s  Home  for  Blind  Babies  at  Southport. 

The  Association  of  Certificated  Blind  Masseurs  (the  President  of  which 
is  Sir  Robert  Jones,  K.B.E.,  C.B.,  F.R.C.S.,  etc.,  the  famous  orthopeedic 
surgeon),  incorporated  under  the  Board  of  Trade  in  1919  and  licensed 
annually  by  the  London  County  Council  as  an  employment  agency,  was 
formed  to  protect  and  advance  the  professional  interests  of  qualified  blind 
masseurs  and  masseuses  and  to  secure  recognition  and  status  for  them. 
The  Institute  has  supported  the  Association  since  its  inception,  both  by 
way  of  financial  assistance  and  in  affording  special  arrangements  for 
office  accommodation. 

After-Care  Department. 

It  is  again  a source  of  immense  gratification  to  us  to  be  able  to  report 
that  the  work  of  the  After-Care  Department  during  the  past  year  has  been 
of  permanent  service  to  a very  large  number  of  sightless  persons  in  all 
parts  of  the  country. 

The  altered  conditions,  rendering  it  desirable  that  we  should  report 
all  ordinary  relief  and  training  cases  to  the  appropriate  local  agency  for 
the  blind,  have  not  in  any  degree  diminished  the  value  of  the  work  ; rather 
has  it  been  enhanced  by  the  fact  that  co-operation  with  all  institutions, 
societies  and  agencies  for  the  blind  is  being  secured  in  a much  more  sub- 
stantial degree  than  heretofore.  This  is  an  all-important  factor  in  work  for 
the  blind,  and  promises  well  for  the  future. 

In  the  period  under  review,  680  new  cases  were  dealt  with,  and  the 
number  of  visits  paid  amounted  to  about  550.  Gifts  to  the  value  of 
£639  1 2s.  6d.  were  made,  but  the  last-named  figure  does  not  include  the 
special  Christmas  effort,  by  which  we  were  enabled  to  provide  Christmas 
parcels  for  400  persons  in  London  alone,  apart  from  those  distributed 
through  the  Institute’s  branches  in  other  parts  of  the  country. 

A sum  of  £5,918  19s.  Id.  was  expended  in  relief,  but  this  figure  does 
not  by  any  means  represent  the  actual  amount  of  assistance  granted,  as 
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through  various  channels  we  have  obtained  additional  help  in  aid  of 
necessitous  blind  persons. 

Training  fees  and  grants  for  higher  education  amounted  to  £ 1 .524  48.  3d 

The  sum  expended  through  the  ex-Service  Men’s  Fund  (see  page  24) 
amounted  to  £971  15s.  6d.  Sums  expended  on  the  augmentation  of  wages 
amounted  to  £3,923  Is.  Od.  Here  again,  the  financial  assistance  we  have 
obtained  for  blind  persons  requiring  training  facilities  is  not  in  any  degree 
represented  by  the  figures  quoted  above ; for  owing  to  the  considerate 
attitude  generally  maintained  by  Education  Authorities  throughout  the 
country,  we  have  been  able  to  secure  training  fees  and  bursaries  for  a 
considerable  number  of  cases. 

Evidence  of  the  value  of  the  general  work  of  this  Department  may  be 
gauged  from  the  following  brief  extracts,  taken  from  a mass  of  corres- 
pondence which  is  to  be  seen  in  our  files. 

**  Will  you  please  convey  to  your  Committee  my  very  best  thanks  for  the 
ready  and  generous  way  in  which  they  have  met  my  case,  almost  unasked.  1 
shall  indeed  have  had  reason  to  give  your  Institute  any  support  within  my 
power.  This  cannot,  of  course,  be  much  ; but  in  these  days  when  competition, 
even  in  charity  organisation,  appears  to  be  keen  at  times,  a word  in  the  right 
place  may  prove  helpful.*’ 

“ It  is  most  kind  of  the  After-Care  Department  to  think  of  the  blind  with 
such  deep  concern,  and  be  of  such  aid  in  times  of  distress.  It  would  be 
impossible  for  me  to  mention  all  the  kindnesses  received  at  the  hands  of  the 
N.I.B.,  because  they  are  so  numerous.  7'he  thought  of  them  makes  life  worth 
while,  and  gives  me  light  through  many  a dark  and  toilsome  day.” 

There  is  no  necessity  here  further  to  labour  this  matter  ; these  are  but 
two  examples  of  grateful  acknowledgments  we  have  received  from  hundreds 
of  people  during  the  past  year. 

Home  Teaching. 

The  work  of  the  Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind,  which  is  sepa- 
rately registered  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920,  is  described  in  a 
separate  report  (see  page  41). 

From  that  report  it  will  be  seen  that  we  have  continued  our  policy, 
oudined  last  year,  of  transferring  as  far  as  possible  the  Home  Teaching 
service  to  approved  local  agencies  for  the  blind,  as  we  consider  that  by  so 
doing,  such  work  can  be  more  effectively  and  economically  conducted. 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  in  connection  with  blind  home  teachers 
who  have  been  discharged  owing  to  the  decision  of  the  appropriate  societies 
to  employ  a proportion  of  sighted  teachers — whereas  the  Home  Teaching 
Society’s  employees  were  all  blind — the  Institute  is  using  every  possible 
means  to  secure  that  their  incomes  will  be  sufficient  for  their  subsistence, 
and  that  those  who  are  capable  of  contributing  towards  their  own  support 
shall  have  suitable  facilities  afforded  them  for  so  doing,  any  training  and 
maintenance  during  training  being  given,  if  necessary,  by  the  Institute. 
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Home  Industries. 

In  last  year's  report  we  described  the  scope  of  this  Department  s 
activities,  and  outlined  the  services  it  renders  blind  men  and  women  South 
of  the  Thames  who  are  not  employed  in  workshops  or  other  centres  but 
are  engaged  in  handicrafts  at  home. 

The  rapid  growth  of  this  Department 
following  figures  : — 

Number  of  Home  Workers  on  register 

Sales 

Value  of  Goods  purchased  from  Home 
Workers 

Value  of  Goods  purchased  from  Work- 
shops for  the  Blind  ... 

Amount  Expended  in  Purchase  of 
Materials 

Amount  paid  to  Home  Workers  to 
■ Augment  their  earnings 

Materials  for  the  work  in  which  the  blind  who  come  under  the  scheme 
are  engaged  are  now  bought  in  quantities  on  the  most  advantageous  terms 
and  are  stored  at  the  Institute’s  premises  at  RedhiU,  Surrey.  In  addition 
to  supplying  materials  to  home  workers  at  cost  price,  the  Institute  pays 
carriage  and  allows  extensive  credit. 

The  Institute  has  travelling  instructors  in  basketry  and  knitting,  and 
as  a result  of  their  efforts,  the  standard  of  work  produced  by  the  home 
workers  on  our  register  has  improved  considerably. 

Regular  employment  is  one  of  the  chief  needs  of  blind  home  workers, 
and  we  are  happy  to  record  that  the  Institute  has  generally  been  m a position 
to  provide  work  when  necessary.  This  has  been  due  in  a large  measure  to 
the  splendid  results  of  the  Exhibitions  and  Sales  of  Work  which  have  been 
held  in  various  parts  of  the  area  embraced  by  the  scheme.  We  wish  to 
express  our  gratitude  to  all  those  who  have  so  kindly  helped  us  m the 
promotion  of  these  Exhibitions  or  who  have  taken  charge  of  stalls. 

We  deeply  appreciate  the  action  of  the  Kent  County  Association  for 
the  Blind  in  raising  a sum  of  over  £80  towards  the  purchase  of  a motor  van. 
A second  motor  van  is  now  on  order  and  will  be  delivered  shortly.  It  has 
been  specially,  designed  for  canvassing  in  country  districts  and  holding 
sales  on  village  greens,  and  should  be  the  means  of  still  further  increasing 
sales. 

It  IS  our  opinion  that  co-operation  between  institutions  in  disposing 
of  goods  produced  by  blind  workpeople  is  of  great  importance.  It  is,  there- 
fore, pleasing  to  record  that,  during  the  period  under  review,  the  Institute 
has  been  able  to  place  orders  with  seven  workshops  for  the  blind  in  various 
parts  of  the  country. 


will  be  best  realised  from  the 


1922/23 

(six  months) 

1923/24 

1924/25 

92 

114 

143 

£40 

£2,800 

£5,136 

£109 

£1,235 

£2,197 

£980 

£1,450 

£641 

£1,135 

£1,378 


32 


Last  year  we  emphasised  the  urgent  necessity  of  augmenting  the 
earnings  of  home  workers.  It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  grants  made  by 
local  authorities,  on  whose  behalf  the  Institute  is  operating  the  scheme, 
have  been  devoted  entirely  to  this  purpose,  and  a sum  of  £1,350  has  been 
received  by  our  blind  home  workers  as  an  addition  to  their  earnings. 

In  order  to  establish  close  co-operation  between  local  authorities. 
County  Associations  for  the  Blind  and  the  Institute,  an  Advisory  Committee 
on  the  subject  has  been  formed,  and  matters  affecting  the  welfare  of  the 
home  worker  have  been  discussed. 

A recent  development  of  this  Department  has  been  the  formation  of 
a Sick  Club.  A Lodge  of  the  Church  Benefit  Society  has  been  opened, 
and  the  Institute  has  agreed  to  meet  two-thirds  of  the  members’  contri- 
butions. Our  proposals  have  been  welcomed  by  the  workers,  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the  Club  will  meet  a real  need  and  will  prove  a great  benefit 
in  times  of  sickness. 

Letters  from  the  workers  expressing  appreciation  of  the  help  given 
through  the  Home  Workers’  Scheme  are  frequently  received.  Below  are 
given  a few  brief  extracts  : — 

" I would  very  much  like  to  thank  you  for  your  kindness  and  consideration 
to  me  during  the  past  year.  The  help  I have  received  has  been  of  great 
assistance  to  me.” 

" 1 would  like  to  thank  you  for  the  work  you  have  given  me  this  year.  It 
has  been  a great  help.” 

” I take  this  opportunity  to  try  and  express  my  deep  gratitude  lor  your  great 
kindness.  I have  handed  the  money  to  my  mother,  and  intend  to  give  her  all 
the  future  money  I may  receive  as  a help  towards  my  support  and  maintenance. 
Again  thanking  you  for  this  splendid  help.” 

“ It  was  a delightful  surprise  to  get  your  letter  yesterday  with  the  good 
news  that  we  are  to  have  the  augmentation.  It  is  most  encouraging,  and  I am 
most  grateful  for  this  splendid  help  ” 

“ I wish  to  thank  you  and  all  concerned  in  the  interest  you  have  taken  on 
behalf  of  the  ‘ Industrial  Blind.’  The  increase  in  our  home  wages  will  indeed 
be  a great  boon  to  us  all." 

Blind  Advisers  and  Employees. 

In  previous  reports  we  have  frequently  dwelt  upon  the  fact  that  all  our 
work  on  behalf  of  the  blind  is  largely  under  the  guidance  of  the  blind 
themselves.  Not  only  are  our  policies  framed  after  consultation  with 
leading  representatives  of  the  blind  world,  but  several  of  the  most  important 
executive  positions  on  the  Institute’s  staff  are  filled  by  blind  men.  We 
cannot  too  strongly  emphasise  our  opinion  that  the  success  attained  by  the 
Institute  has  been  largely  due  to  our  adherence  to  the  principle  of  always 
seeking  the  advice  of  the  blind  in  all  circumstances  affecting  them,  and 
employing  the  blind  in  every  possible  capacity. 

Our  Chairman  is  blind  ; five  members  of  the  Council  are  blind  ; the 
blind  serve  on  our  Committees  ; and  in  our  employment  at  the  present 
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moment  we  have  236  blind  people — including  five  heads  of  Departments 
to  whom  last  year  a sum  of  £53,000  in  salaries  and  wages  was  paid.  From 
long  experience  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  blindness  is  in  no 
way  a handicap  in  as  far  as  general  efficiency,  mental  ability  and  devotion 
to  duty  are  concerned,  and  one  of  our  main  objects  is  to  bring  employers 
generally  to  realise  this  fact. 

We  have  been  greatly  encouraged  in  this  view  by  the  action  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  offering  employment  as  correspondence  clerks  to 
two  blind  ladies.  Miss  Green,  formerly  employed  in  the  Administrative 
Department  of  the  Institute,  and  Miss  Wetherby,  formerly  employed  in 
the  Institute’s  After-Care  Department.  It  is  interesting  to  know  that  one 
of  these  ladies  can  take  down  dictation  on  her  special  Braille  shorthand 
machine  at  the  rate  of  200  words  per  minute.  The  London  County  Council 
has  also  encouraged  the  employment  of  the  blind  by  including  on  its 
staff  four  efficient  blind  shorthand- typists. 

Affiliations. 

Last  year  we  expressed  our  approval  of  the  general  principle  that  in 
the  interests  of  the  blind,  as  a whole,  societies  and  institutions  working  for 
the  welfare  of  the  blind  should  become  closely  connected  with  each  other. 

As  mentioned  above  (see  page  22)  the  Greater  London  Fund  for  the 
Blind  has  extended  its  usefulness  by  allocating  grants  to  a greatly  increased 
number  of  institutions  in  the  Metropolitan  area,  and  we  now  have  to 
report  the  affiliation  to  the  Institute  of  the  Guild  of  Blind  Gardeners.  The 
affiliation  came  into  force  on  the  5th  March,  the  Institute  having  the  right 
to  appoint  two  members  of  its  Council  to  the  Committee  of  the  Guild. 
Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E.,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Talbot,  C.I.E.,  have 
been  appointed.  The  address  of  the  Guild  will  be  that  of  the  Institute, 
and  the  Institute  will  assist  the  Guild  financially. 

Colle^le  and  Association  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind. 

The  Institute  continues  to  assist  the  College  and  Association  of 
Teachers  of  the  Blind  by  affording  office  accommodation  and  allowing  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Institute  to  act  as  Honorary  Registrar  of  the 
College.  We  are  glad  to  know  that  the  work  of  the  College  and  Association 
is  now  extended  to  include  the  examination  not  only  of  school  teachers  but 
of  home  teachers  of  the  blind,  and  that  a very  large  number  of  the  latter 
are  presenting  themselves  lor  examination. 

National  Institute  for  the  Blind  Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home. 

Mention  was  made  in  our  last  report  of  the  fact  that  the  possession  of 
a large  house  formerly  named  Bannow,  ” at  St.  Leonards-on-Sea,  Sussex,. 
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" Listeninc-In  ” 

A quiet  hour  after  the  day’s  work  at  the  Hostel  for  Blirrd  Women,  40  Langham  Street.  London.  The  Hostel  affords  all  the 
comforts  of  home  to  many  blind  employees  and  students.  iStepagejy.) 


provided  by  the  Dickens  Fellowship,  had  reverted  to  the  Institute.  We  have 
since  decided  to  utilise  these  premises  as  a Convalescent  and  Holiday  Home 
and  steps  are  now  being  taken  to  furnish  and  equip  the  house  for  this 
purpose.  Both  men  and  women  will  be  received,  and,  when  accommodation 
permits,  they  will  be  allowed  to  bring  with  them  a sighted  relation  or  friend 
who,  acting  as  a guide  and  companion,  will  make  their  holidays  more 
enjoyable.  The  home  will  accommodate  50  people,  and  will  be  equipped 
with  wireless  apparatus.  It  will  open  in  July,  and  applications  for  entry 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Secretary-General,  National  Institute  for  the 
Blind,  224  Great  Portland  Street,  London,  W.I.,  who  will  gladly  forward 
full  particulars. 

Chester  Guest  House  for  the  Aged  Blind. 

The  Guest  House  at  Hoole  Bank,  Chester,  is  of  very  great  service  to 
aged  blind  people  in  reduced  circumstances.  It  provides  the  residents, 
some  of  whom  ax&  over  80  years  old,  with  the  tranquillity  and  comfort 
which,  in  later  life,  are  so  essentieJ  to  happiness. 

The  average  number  of  blind  in  residence  during  the  year  was  25,  the 
number  of  new  admissions  being  2. 

The  health  of  the  guests  has  been  satisfactory.  Musical  evenings  were 
eirranged  during  the  winter  months,  and  the  wireless  apparatus  is  a great 
source  of  pleasure. 

Our  sincerest  thanks  are  due  to  all  those  kind  helpers  who  have  arranged 
outings,  provided  cars,  organised  concert  parties,  and  who  have  given  their 
time  to  reading  daily  to  the  guests.  We  also  wish  to  express  our  thanks  to 
the  Honorary  Chaplain,  the  Rev.  J.  H.  Toogood,  who  throughout  the  year, 
in  spite  of  the  ever-increasing  demands  of  his  parish,  has  given  two 
services  every  Sunday  at  Hoole  Bank. 

Brighton  Home  for  Blind  Women. 

The  average  number  of  blind  women  in  residence  during  the  year  at 
this  Home  was  18.  One  death  occurred. 

We  are  sincerely  grateful  to  voluntary  readers  and  the  many  friends 
who  have  organised  walks,  drives,  tea,  concert  and  theatre  peu'ties  for  the 
blind  women. 

Clifton  Home  for  Blind  Women. 

A repo/t  of  this  Home,  which  is  registered  separately  under  the  Blind 
Persons  Act,  1920,  appears  on  page  39. 

Blind  Women’s  Hostel. 

The  cost  of  maintaining  this  Hostel  at  40  Langham  Street,  London,  W.  I ., 
has  slightly  increased  this  year  owing  to  structural  alterations,  renewals 
and  cleaning  expenses.  The  Hostel  continues  to  render  most  useful 
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service  to  blind  women  employees,  and  to  blind  women  students  now 
studying  at  our  School  of  Massage. 

Information  Bureau. 

The  Information  and  Statistical  Bureau  collects  useful  information 
for  the  benefit  of  those  interested  in  the  blind.  Each  year  the  latest  reports 
are  obtained  from  all  societies  and  institutions  working  for  the  blind,  all 
facts  and  figures  being  recorded  on  cards  m special  files.  Details  of 
practically  every  society  for  the  blind  throughout  the  world  are  registered 
at  the  Institute.  Particulars  of  apparatus,  codes,  etc.,  used  by  the  blind 
are  also  recorded,  and  the  files  contain  the  histories  of  all  movements  for 
the  blind  and  of  the  achievements  of  famous  blind  men  and  women. 

Special  Committees. 

In  pursuance  of  our  policy  of  dealing  with  our  many  and  increasing 
activities  in  the  most  effective  manner  by  the  formation  of  special  com- 
mittees, the  following  new  Committees  have  been  constituted  during  the 
year  Publications  Committee,  Finance  Committee,  Education  Com- 
mittee, Home  Industries  Committee,  and  Technical  and  Research 
Committee.  These  are  in  addition  to  the  Committees  existing  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  pejriod  under  review,  namely,  the  Standing  Committee,  the 
Homes  Committee,  and  the  After-Care  Committee. 

The  revival  of  the  Technical  and  Research  Committee  gives  us  par- 
ticular satisfaction.  Its  terms  of  reference  are  : To  examine  and  report 
upon  (a)  existing  and  new  methods  of  producing  Braille  and  Moon  literature, 
(b)  new  or  existing  apparatus  for  the  use  or  benefit  of  the  blind,  (c)  museums 
lor  the  blind,  including  apparatus  for  the  same,  (d)  occupations  for  the 
blind,  (e)  any  inventions  or  ideas  which  may  be  utilised  by  or  for  the  benefit 
of  the  blind.  It  is  trusted  that  the  work  ofithis  Committee  will  very  materially 
assist  the  blind  in  the  near  future. 

The  constitution  of  the  various  Committees  is  as  follows  : — 

Standing  Committee. — Mr.  A.  J.  W.  Kitchin,  Mr.  W.  Percy  Merrick,  Mr.  G.  F. 
Mowatt,  Mr.  J.  Mulhall,  Sir  Michael  O’Dwyer,  Mr.  Walter  S.  Talbot,  Captain 
E.  B.  B.  Towse,  Mr,  H.  J.  Wagg. 

Homes  Committee. — Mrs.  Kitchin,  Mrs,  Preston,  Mr.  A.  J.  W.  Kitchin. 
Mr.  G.  F.  Mowatt,  Mr.  J.  Mulhall,  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  Mr.  H.  J.  Wagg. 

After-Care  Committee. — Mr,  A.  J.  W.  Kitchin,  Mr.  G.  F.  Mowatt,  Captain 
E.  B.  B.  Towse,  Mr.  Walter  S.  Talbot. 

Publications  Committee. — Miss  Lily  Bell,  Miss  M.  M.  R.  Garaway,  Miss  O. 
Prince,  Mr.  A,  J.  W.  Kitchin,  Mr.  W.  P.  Merrick,  Mr.  J.  Mulhall,  Sir  Michael 
O’Dwyer,  Mr.  Walter  S.  Talbot,  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  Mr.  T.  H.  Tylor. 

Home  Industries  Committee.  Mr.  A.  J.  W.  Kitchin,  Mr.  G.  F.  Mowatt,  Mr.  J. 
Mulhall,  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  Mr.  H.  J.  Wagg. 

Technical  and  Kfsearch  Committee.  Miss  Maud  Stacy,  Mr.  H.  D.  Black, 
Professor  Charles  Vernon  Boys,  F.R.S.,  Mr.  A.  F.  R.  Cotton,  Dr.  A.  H.  Davis, 
Mr.  W.  Percy  Merrick,  Sir  Richard  Paget,  Bt.,  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse! 
Dr,  W.  S.  Tucker,  Mr.  T.  H.  Tylor,  B.A.,  B.C.L.,  Mr,  H.  J.  Wagg. 
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Finance  Committee.  Mr.  Godfrey  H.  Hamilton,  Mr.  A.  J.  W Kitchin,  Mr.  G. 
F.  Mowatt,  Mr.  J.  Mulhall,  Sir  Michael  O’Dwyer,  Mr.  W.  S.  Talbot,  Captain 

E.  B.  B.  Towse. 

Education  Committee.  Mr.  G.  F.  Mowatt.  Sir  Richard  Paget,  Bt.,  Mr.  T.  H. 
Tylor,  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse. 

In  addition,  there  are  two  Consultative  Committees,  one  for  literature, 
the  other  for  music.  These  are  constituted  as  follows  : — 

Literature,  Mr.  G.  C.  Brown,  M.A.  (Headmaster  Worcester  College  for  the 
Blind)  : Mr.  C.  F.  Clay,  M.A.  ; Miss  M.  M.  R.  Garaway  (Headmistress.  L.C.C. 
School  for  the  Blind, Wandsworth  Common,  S.W.);  Sir  Ernest  Hodder-Williams, 
C.V.O.  ; Mr.  Roger  Ingpen  ; Miss  P.  Monk,  M.A.  (Headmistress,  Chorley 
Wood  College  for  Blind  Girls)  ; Professor  Gilbert  Murray,  M.A.,  LL.D.  ; Miss 
O.  I.  Prince  (National  Library  for  the  Blind  ; Mr.  John  Murray,  M.P.  ; Sir 
Arthur  Thomas  Quiller-Couch,  M.A.,  Litt.D.,  F.R.S.L.  ; Mr.  J.  C.  Squire  ; and 
Sir  J.  J.  Thomson,  LL.D. 

SMusic.  Mr.  Alfred  Abdey,  Mus.  Doc.,  F.R.C.O.  ; Mr.  Ernest  Fowles, 

F. R.A.M.  ; Mr.  Alfred  Hollins,  Mus.  Doc.,  F.R.C.O.  ; Mr.  Stewart  Macpherson, 
F.R.A.M.  ; Mr.  C.  W.  Pearce,  M.A.  Mus.  Doc. (Cantab),  F.R.C.O.  ; Sir  Landon 
Ronald,  F.R.A.M.,  F.R.C.M.,  F.G.S.M.  ; Mr.  John  Warriner,  Mus.  Doc., 

' F.T.C.L.  ; Mr.  William  Wolstenholme,  Mus.  Bac.(Oxon)  ; and  Mr.  John  E. 
West.  F.R.A.M.,  F.R.C.O. 

We  have  pleasure  in  reporting  that  at  the  Bordeaux  Congress  of  the 
Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health,  the  National  Institute  was  represented  by 
the  Chairman,  Captain  E.  B.  B.  Towse,  V.C.,  C.B.E.,  who  contributed  a 
paper  entitled  “ The  Training  and  Assistance  of  the  Blind  ” ; also  that 
Mrs.  Kitchin  and  Mrs.  Mowatt  have  kindly  consented  to  represent  the 
Institute  on  the  National  Baby  Week  Council  and  the  National  Council 
of  Infant  and  Child  Welfare,  respectively. 

Resignations. 

It  is  with  much  regret  that  we  have  to  record  the  resignations,  owing 
to  grounds  of  health,  of  Miss  E.  M.  Bainbrigge,  Miss  L.  Douglas-Hamilton 
and  Mr.  H.  M.  Taylor,  M.A.,  F.R.S.,  from  the  Executive  Council. 

Miss  E.  M.  Bainbrigge  is  well  known  as  an  expert  in  matters 
pertaining  to  the  blind,  particularly  in  Home  Teaching  and  in  workshop 
management. 

Miss  L.  Douglas-Hamilton,  founder  of  the  “ Eyes  to  the  Blind  ” Society, 
was  a member  of  the  Council  for  many  years,  and  is  a well-known  authority 
on  the  Braille  system.  She  is  the  compiler  of  an  Instruction  Book  in  Braille, 
of  which  many  thousand  copies  have  been  sold. 

Mr.  H.  M.  Taylor  was  for  many  years  a member  of  the  Executive 
Council  and  was  Chairman  of  the  then  Technical  and  Book  Committee. 
He  was  the  founder  of  the  fund  for  supplying  embossed  books  on  scientific 
subjects,  of  which  the  capital  sum  is  held  by  the  Royal  Society.  With 
his  own  hands  he  adapted  and  translated  into  Braille  a large  number  of 
works,  all  of  which  were  stereotyped  and  published  by  the  Institute. 
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Appointments. 

Miss  Laura  Douglas-Hamilton  and  Mr.  H.  M.  Taylor,  M-A.,  F-R-S-. 
formerly  members  of  the  Executive  Council,  have  been  elected  Vice-Presi- 
dents of  the  Institute. 

Mrs.  Stanley  Baldwin,  Mr.  Ormond  H.  Blyth,  Mr.  J.  Mulhall,  Sir  Richard 
Paget,  Bt.,  Mr.  T.  H.  Tylor,  and  Mr.  A.  E.  Wood  have  been  appointed 
members  of  the  Executive  Council. 

Obituary. 

It  is  with  very  deep  regret  that  we  have  to  record  the  deaths  of  : 

His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Rutland,  IC.G.,  a Vice-President  of  the  Institute  , 

The  Most  Honourable  the  Marquess  Curzon  of  Kedleston,  K.G.,  G.C.S.I., 
a Vice-President  of  the  Institute. 

Mr.  E.  Alexander,  a member  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Institute. 
Mr.  Alexander,  who  joined  the  Council  in  1912,  was  a generous 
supporter  of  the  Institute  and  took  a keen  interest  in  its  welfare  and 
in  that  of  other  philanthropic  societies. 

Statements  of  Aeeount. 

Audited  statements  of  account  are  appended  to  this  report  (see  pages 
49-71).  These  ale  given  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
or  the  Board  of  Education. 


In  closing  this  report,  we  wish  to  extend  to  all  our  supporters  and  to 
all  who  may  feel  interested  in  our  work,  an  open  invitation  to  the  Head- 
quarters of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind,  224  Great  Portland  Street, 
London,  W.l.  A written  description  never  conveys  the  strong  and  lasting 
impression  of  an  actual  experience,  and  the  Institute’s  work  is  infinitely 
more  vivid  than  dry  facts  may  imply.  We  are  confident,  in  fact,  that,  after 
having  seen  the  blind  actually  at  work  and  witnessed  the  multifarious 
activities  of  the  Institute  in  progress,  all  visitors  to  Headquarters  will  leave 
the  building  convinced  that  here  is  a work  which  needs  and  deserves  the 
most  generous  and  continuous  support. 


In  conclusion,  we  wish  to  express  our  deep  thankfulness  to  Almighty 
God  lor  the  great  progress  which  has  attended  our  efforts  to  help  the 
blind,  and  our  trust  in  Him  that  the  Divine  Blessing  may  continue  to  rest 
upon  our  work. 


38 


Fifty-First  Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Clifton  Home  for  Blind  Women 

(Registered  under  the  Blind  Persons  Act,  1920) 


GORDON  ROAD,  CLIFTON,  BRISTOL 


Branch  of  the 

National  Institute  for  the  Blind 


Trustees ; 

NATIONAL  INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  BLIND 
SIR  WASHINGTON  RANGER,  D.C.L. 


Managers ; 

THE  EXECUTIVE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE 
FOR  THE  BLIND 


Secretary : 
HENRY  STAINSBY 


Office  : 

224-6-8  GREAT  PORTLAND  STREET,  LONDON,  W.  1 


39 


HOME  FOR  BLIND  WOMEN 

CLIFTON,  BRISTOL 

Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1925 


The  Home  for  Blind  Women,  at  Clifton,  Bristol,  founded  in  1874  by 
the  late  Miss  Caroline  Bush,  came  under  the  control  and  manage- 
ment of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  in  1918. 

Only  necessitous  cases  are  received,  and  all  inmates  must  be  over  40 
years  of  age  and  in  normal  health.  There  is  accommodation  for  twelve, 
and  the  Home  has  been  full  throughout  the  year. 

The  Home  celebrated  its  jubilee  on  June  24th,  1924,  with  a gift  day. 
In  the  morning  a thanksgiving  service,  conducted  by  the  Reverend  Bishop 
Clifford  and  Canon  Morrow,  Vicar  of  Clifton,  was  held  in  the  Home  and 
was  largely  attended.  This  was  followed  in  the  afternoon  by  a garden 
party  at  which  over  a hundred  guests  were  present.  Mr.  j.  King  Cummings, 
the  Secretary  of  the  Western  Branch  of  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind, 
gave  an  address.  Early  in  July  the  jubilee  was  also  celebrated  by  taking 
the  women  for  a drive  along  the  coast  road  to  Clevedon,  and  providing  them 
with  tea  at  that  place. 

The  health  of  the  inmates  during  the  period  under  review  has,  with 
the  exception  of  slight  ailments,  been  good,  the  only  serious  illness  being 
that  of  one  woman,  who  was  in  hospital  for  seven  weeks. 

We  wish  to  express  our  sincerest  thanks  to  all  contributors  of 
donations,  to  the  many  generous  supporters  who  have  so  largely  contrib- 
uted to  the  happiness  of  the  women  at  the  Home  by  providing  theatre 
tickets,  entertaining  the  women  to  tea  and  organising  trips  by  water  ; also 
to  all  visitors  and  teachers  and  to  the  ladies  who  take  the  women  for  walks. 
Musical  evenings  were  an  enjoyable  feature  of  the  winter  amusements,  and 
a gift  of  a four-valve  wireless  set  has  provided  a great  deal  of  pleasure. 

Audited  statements  of  account  are  appended  on  pages  72-3. 
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HOME  TEACHING  SOCIETY  for  the  BLIND 

Report  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1925 

SINCE  the  issue  of  the  last  annual  report  the  work  of  visiting,  teaching 
and  assisting  the  blind  in  their  own  homes  has  been  steadily  main- 
tained. Visits  have  been  paid,  on  an  average  of  once  a fortnight,  by  the 
Society’s  blind  Home  Teachers  to  3,908  persons,  and  books,  magazines, 
newspapers,  etc.,  in  Braille  and  Moon  types,  to  the  number  of  25,843,  have 
been  circulated  by  the  teachers.  The  current  literature  so  circulated  in- 
cludes the  following  embossed  newspapers  and  magazines  : The  Braille 
Mad,  ” **  Progress,  ” “ Literary  Journal,’  “ Channels  of  Blessing,  Santa 
Lucia,”  “ Weekly  Summary,”  “ Moon  Newspaper,”  and  “ Moon  Magazine. 
These  are  greatly  appreciated  by  the  blind  readers,  as  they  compensate 
them  to  a great  extent  for  the  loss  of  current  news  and  literature  which 
is  so  easdy  obtainable  by  the  sighted.  In  addition  to  giving  instruction  in 
the  embossed  systems  of  reading  and  writing,  the  teachers  give  numerous 
lessons  in  cane  and  rush  seating,  light  basket  work,  string  bag  making, 
netting,  straw  bag  making,  wool  rug  making  and  knitting  ; they  are  also 
Ccdled  upon  to  assist  the  blind  in  many  ways,  such  as  obtaining  the  “ Blind 
Persons  ” pension  and  other  pensions  for  which  the  blind  are  eligible,  and 
supplying  them  with  apparatus,  material,  clothing,  etc.  Among  the  aged 
blind  there  are  many  unable  to  read  ; these  greatly  appreciate  the  visits 
of  the  Society’s  teachers  who  read  to  them. 

All  of  the  teachers  employed  by  the  Society  are  blind,  and  although  this 
handicap  entails  the  employment  of  a guide,  it  has  the  advantage  that  the 
teacher  readily  gains  the  confidence  of  the  person  he  visits  and  quickly 
instils  courage  at  a time  when  it  is  most  needed.  The  following  excerpt 
taken  from  one  of  the  teachers’  reports  is  of  interest  : 

“One  incident  that  impressed  me  occurred  on  my  visit  to  a recent  case.  It 
was  that  of  a young  girl  who  had  just  lost  her  sight.  I had  hardly  said  a word 
to  her,  when  her  mother  whispered  to  me,  “ Tell  her  you  are  blind  ! tell  her  you  are 
blind,  like  her  ! ” 1 did  so,  and  could  not  help  being  struck  by  the  change  In 

her  whole  mood  and  manner.  She  at  once  became  ten  times  more  interested 
and  friendly  ; and  1 cannot  doubt  that  this  interest  and  good  understanding  have 
materially  contributed  to  the  success  of  our  work  together.” 

During  the  year  the  policy  of  transferring  the  Home  Teaching  Service 
to  approved  local  agencies  for  the  blind  has  been  steadily  pursued.  In 
the  early  years  of  the  Society,  when  but  few  institutions  for  the  blind  were 
in  existence,  the  care  of  the  scattered  blind  devolved  almost  entirely  upon 
this  Society  or  upon  the  Home  Teaching  Societies  started  by,  or  affiliated 
to,  it.  Of  recent  years,  however,  numerous  local  societies  have  been  in- 
augurated, and  these  now  completely  cover  the  whole  of  the  country.  In 
view  of  the  local  support  they  receive  and  the  personal  contact  they  have 
with  the  local  blind,  we  consider  that  the  work  of  home  teaching  and  visiting 
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can  be  more  economically  and  effectively  conducted  if  the  Society  s home 
teachers  are  transferred  to  such  local  societies.  As  stated  in  a previous 
report,  a number  of  home  teachers  have  already  been  taken  over  by  local 
societies,  and  during  the  year  further  transfers  have  been  made. 

In  the  Metropolitan  area  the  Home  Teaching  Service  has  been  taken 
over  by  the  Metropolitan  and  Adjacent  Counties  Association  for  the  Blind, 
which  receives  the  financial  support  of  the  London  County  Council,  the 
services  of  five  of  the  Society  ’s  teachers  being  transferred  to  this  Association. 

In  the  County  of  Kent,  the  work  earned  on  by  the  Society  has  been 
taken  over  by  the  Kent  County  Association  for  the  Blind,  and  three  of  the 
blind  teachers — Acott,  Mitchell  and  Thompson,  all  of  whom  hold  the 
Home  Teachers’  Certificate  of  the  College  of  Teachers  of  the  Blind — have 
been  transferred.  The  Kent  County  Association  works  in  close  co-operation 
with  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  (of  which  this  Society  is  a Branch), 
and  has  entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  Institute  regarding  the  collection 
of  funds  ; it  also  greatly  assists  in  fostering  the  Institute’s  Home  Workers 
Scheme  in  Kent. 

The  work  of  the  Society  in  Middlesex  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Middlesex  Association  for  the  Blind,  and  in  West  Sussex  to  the  West  Sussex 
Association  lor  the  Blind  ; in  both  cases  sighted  teachers  have  been  en- 
gaged and  it  is  therefore  regretted  that  the  Society  has  reluctantly  had  to 
withdraw  its  blind  home  teachers. 

In  1922  the  National  Institute  for  the  Blind  started  a Home  Workers’ 
Scheme  for  London  South  of  the  Thames,  and  the  Counties  of  Surrey, 
Sussex,  Kent  and  Hampshire,  which  provides  the  blind  worker  in  his  own 
home  with  raw  material  and  tools,  and  disposes  of  the  finished  articles.  A 
number  of  home  workers  now  earning  their  own  livelihood  received  their 
instruction  from  the  Society’s  Home  Teachers,  who  co-operate  with  the 
Institute  in  furthering  the  useful  work.  Friends  of  the  Society  will  greatly 
assist  the  scattered  blind  by  purchasing  baskets,  mats,  brushes,  knitted 
goods,  etc.,  made  by  the  home  workers  residing  in  their  locality,  from  the 
Home  Industries  Department  of  the  Institute,  47  Woodlands  Road,  RedhUl, 
Surrey,  or  from  the  headquarters  of  the  Institute,  224  Great  Portland  Street, 
W.l. 

The  audited  statements  of  account,  drawn  up  in  the  form  approved 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  is  attached  (see  pages  74-5).  The  total  expen- 
diture for  the  year  amounts  to  £4,995  of  which  £4,223  has  directly 
benefited  the  blind. 

The  income  for  the  year  amounts  to  £2,990  1 7s.  7d.,  and  the  loss  on  the 
year’s  working,  after  the  realisation  of  stock  to  the  value  of  £3,257,  amounts 
to  £2,004,  which  has  been  made  good  by  the  National  Institute  lor  the  Blind. 

We  are  most  grateful  to  the  Committee  of  Gardner’s  Trust  for  the  Blind 
lor  their  grant  of  £1 1 0,  and  to  all  those  who  by  their  contributions  or  personeJ 
service  have  forwarded  the  work  of  the  Society  for  the  scattered  blind. 
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THE  MOON  SOCIETY 

Far  EMBOSSING  LITERATURE  lor  the  BLIND  in  the  MOON  TYI’E 
Report  for  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1925 

The  object  of  the  Moon  Society,  a branch  of  the  National  Institute 
for  the  Blind,  is  to  emboss  and  circulate  the  Holy  Scriptures  and 
other  books  in  Dr.  Moon’s  type  for  the  blind. 

Moon  type  is  principally  used  by  elderly  people  who  lose  their  sight 
in  later  life  and  are  unable  to  acquire  a useful  knowledge  of  the  more 
complicated  Braille  system.  Moon  compared  with  Braille  is  very  easy  to 
learn,  the  Moon  alphabet  being  a simple  variation  of  ordinary  Roman 
type.  This  simplicity  renders  Moon  type  a very  great  boon  to  the  aged 
blind,  and  as  there  is  always  likely  to  be  a considerable  number  of  people 
whose  eyesight  fails  them  in  later  life  or  old  age,  there  should  always  be  a 
need  lor  books  and  periodicals  printed  in  the  Moon  type. 

The  Moon  Society  being  the  only  producer  in  the  world  of  books 
in  Moon  type,  great  care  has  to  be  taken  in  making  the  selection  of 
books  published  as  comprehensive  in  cheuracter  as  possible.  The  Holy 
Scriptures  are  published  in  59  volumes,  and  the  Moon  catalogue  includes 
poetry,  fiction,  history,  biography,  devotional  books,  works  in  foreign 
languages,  essays,  travel,  adventure,  educational  works,  etc. 

Two  periodicals  are  also  published  in  Moon  type.  These  are  : 

The  <S\foon  ^\iagazine.  Published  on  the  24th  of  the  month.  It  contains 
original  contributions,  and  stories  and  articles  from  the  leading  reviews  and 
magazines. 

Subscription,  9s.  6d.  per  annum,  post  free,  inland  and  abroad. 

The  ^Moon.  Published  every  Wednesday.  This  unique  newspaper,  fully 
described  in  last  year's  report,  contains  a concise  summary  of  the  world’s 
news,  conveniently  arranged  under  headings. 

Subscription,  8s.  8d.  per  annum,  post  free,  inland  and  abroad. 

The  reduction  in  the  price  of  the  Moon  Magazine  by  50  per  cent.,  namely, 
from  1/7  to  O^d.  per  copy,  has  been  responsible  for  an  increased  demand 
for  this  magazine  of  nearly  40  per  cent.  The  circulation  of  the  Moon  has 
dropped  since  the  beginning  of  the  year,  mainly  owing  to  the  fact  that 
several  subscriptions,  given  by  supporters  to  provide  the  newspaper  to 
those  unable  to  afford  it,  have  not  been  renewed. 

During  the  past  year  the  production  of  the  Moon  Society  has  been  as 
follows  : — 


Plate  Production 

Boole  Production — 

3,790 

Volumes 

3,829 

Pamphlets 

1,699 

Magazines 

2,229 

Newspapers 

...  20,942 

Alphabets,  Reading  Cards,  etc. 

1,287 

Miscellaneous  ... 

...  16,017 
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The  plate  production  this  year  shows  an  increase  on  last  year’s  pro- 
duction of  235  plates,  but  the  production  of  volumes  is  smaller  than  that 
of  last  year,  due  mainly  to  the  increased  work  on  the  Moon  newspaper. 

Since  the  foundation  of  the  Moon  Society  in  1847  to  the  31st  March, 
1925,  171,624  book  plates  have  been  prepared,  and  549,294  volumes  and 
pamphlets  have  been  produced  by  the  Society. 

Much  attention  has  been  given  during  the  past  year  to  perfecting  Moon 
production,  and  new  machinery  has  been  installed.  This  will  both  improve 
and  cheapen  Moon  publications. 

A detailed  report  on  Moon  production  has  also  been  carefully  con- 
sidered by  the  Publications  Committee,  and  it  has  been  decided  that  an 
increased  Moon  production  is  desirable,  owing  to  the  increased  demand. 
With  a view  to  ascertaining  the  nature  of  the  demand,  a circular  has  been 
issued,  asking  for  orders  in  advance  for  certain  selected  works  prior  to 
their  publication.  Should  the  number  of  orders  received  warrant  it,  these 
works  will  be  put  in  hand  forthwith. 

It  has  also  been  decided  that  when  the  necessity  arises  for  more  stereo 
metal  such  metal  shall  be  provided  from  the  existing  plates  of  works  for 
which  there  has  been  no  demand  for  some  time.  Thus,  the  publication  of 
new  works  will  be  facilitated. 

Many  plates  of  the  Moon  edition  of  the  Bible  have  become  worn.  The 
portions  on  these  plates  are  now  gradually  being  re-stereoytped,  so  that 
subsequent  printings  of  the  Bible  may  be  as  perfect  as  the  original  issue. 

All  books  published  by  the  Moon  Society  are  sold  at  75  per  cent, 
reduction  of  cost  price  to  the  blind  in  this  country,  at  50  per  cent,  reduction 
to  the  blind  in  other  parts  of  the  British  Empire,  and  at  cost  price  to  the 
blind  in  foreign  countries.  The  value  of  these  concessions,  together  with 
that  of  the  large  number  of  gifts  to  individuals  and  free  circulating  libraries 
for  the  blind,  amounted  last  year  to  £1,634. 

We  wish  to  express  our  deepest  thanks  to  the  many  generous  sub- 
scribers and  contributors  to  the  work  of  the  Moon  Society. 

Audited  statements  of  account  are  given  on  pages  76-8. 
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STATEMENTS  OF  ACCOUNT 

For  the  Year  ended  Slat  March,  1925 

(These  Accounts  are  presented  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  or  the 
Board  of  Education) 


National  Institute  for  the  Blind: 

Balance  Sheet 
General  Chajhty  Fund 
Massage 

Publications  and  Apparatus 
Home  Industries 
Chorley  Wood  College 
Home  for  Blind  Babies,  Chorley  Wood,  Herts. 
Home  for  Blind  Babies,  Southport,  Lancs. 
Guest-House  for  the  Aged  Blind,  Hoole  Bank,  Chester 
Residential  Club  for  Blind  Women,  London 
Blind  Women's  Home,  Brighton 
Charles  Dickens  Home,  Bannow,  St.  Leonards 
Armitage  Memorial  Fund 

Armitage  Fund  for  the  Employment  of  Blind  Writers 
Leeds  Embossed  Books  Fund- 
Bailey  Bequest 
Salomon  Bequest 
Greater  London  Fund : 

Receipts  and  Payments 

Clifton  Home  for  Blind  Women,  Bristol: 

Balance  Sheet 
Income  and  Expenditure 
Home  Teaching  Society  for  the  Blind : 

Balance  Sheet 
Income  and  Expenditure 

Moon  Society  : 

Balance  Sheet 
General  Charity  Fund 
Publications 


**• 


BALANCE  SHEET,  GENERAL  ACCOUNT 
31st  March,  1925 

(This  Account  is  presented  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  llenith) 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ s. 

Leeds  Embossed  Books  Fund — 

Cash  in  hand  at  31st  March.  1924 

122 

7 

0 

Less  Balance  from  Separate  .Account 

22 

3 

8 

100  3 

Charles  Dickens  Home,  Bannow,  St. 

Leonards — 

Cash  in  hand  at  31st  March,  1924 

9 

3 10 

Balance  from  Separate  Account 

41 

8 

0 

50  11 

— 

Blind  Babies  Fund  — 

Legacies  for  Investment — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924. . 

Transferred  to  Capital  .Account  for  General 

145 

0 

0 

Purposes  . . . . . . . . . 

145 

0 

0 

— 

Sundry  Creditors  and  Credit  Balances 


6.894  12  7 


By  Cash  at  Bank  and  in  Hand 
Cash  at  Bank — 

Leeds  i-'mbossed  Hooks  Fund  . . 

Charles  Dickens  Home,  Hannow,  St.  Leonards 


Cash  on  Deposit 


Investments  for  General  Purposes- 
Freehold  House — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924  . . 
Additions 


d • / » d . 

14,472  18  10 

100  3 4 
50  11  10 

14.623  14  0 
8.379  15  4 


-23,003  9 4 


24.805  15 
260  0 


Less  Sold 
Written  off 


Leasehold  Houses — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924 
Less  Sold 
Written  off 


3.615  0 0 
1,059  10  9 


25,055  15  5 
4.674  10  9 


20.381  4 8 


500  0 0 
190  18  4 


3,943  10  5 


Capital  Account  for  General  Purposes — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924  . . 38,749  5 10 

Transfer  from  Accumulated  Funds  . . 9,505  3 0 


48,254  8 10 


Capital  Account  for  Investments 
Specifically  Appropriated  — 

Balance  at  3l9t  March,  1924  . . 21.035  4 7 


690  18  4 


Investments — 

5%  War  Stock.  1929/47 
4^%  Conversion  Loan  . . 

Collecting  Machines — 

From  Accumulated  Funds  . . 
Additions 

Less  Depreciation 


3.252  12  1 

..  13.615  0 0 

..  10.000  0 0 

23,615  0 0 

346  8 5 
781  3 2 

1.127  11  7 

121  19  6 

1.005  12  1 


Investments  Specifically  Appropriated — 
Bailey  Bequest — 

3%  Local  Loans. . 

Salomon  Bequest — 

5%  National  War  Bonds 
Mary  Shaw  Bequest — 

London  and  North  Eastern  Railway  5”'o  Preference 
Stock 

Liindon  and  North  Eastern  Railway  Deferred  Ordi- 
nary Stock 

London  and  North  liastern  Railway'  4%  Second  Pre- 
ference Stock  . . 

Metrop(ditan  Railway  Consolidated  St<3ck 

.Metropolitan  Railway  Surplus  Land  Stock  . . 

Cilobe  Telegraph  and  Trust  Co.  6°o  Cumulative  Pre- 
ference Stock . . 

(ilobe  Telegraph  and  Trust  Co.  Ordinary  Stock  . . 


Investment.^  : Endowments — 

Ilornshaw  Endowment — 5‘*o  War  Stock.  1929  47  . . 
Sir  .Alfred  Jones  Trust  and  Estate  Co..  Ltd. 

Re\.  F.  j.  Ilackctt — 2A“o  .Annuities  .. 

Sir  John  Howard — War  Stock.  1929;47 
Wm.  Brown  I lextall.  Ksq.— 4l%  Conversion  Loan 


48,254  8 10 


9.881  7 1 
9.600  0 0 


123  5 0 

40  12  0 

264  12  6 
214  5 0 
108  18  0 

247  5 0 
555  0 0 

- 1.553  17  6 
-^-21.035  4 7 

1.017  11  0 
1.000  0 0 
100  0 0 
200  0 0 
5.000  0 0 


Capital  Account  for  Endowments — 

Balance  at  31st  March.  1924  . . 11.357  8 9 

.-idd  Rev.  F.  ).  Ilackctt  . . 100  0 

Sir  John  Howard  ..  200  0 

W'ni.  Brown  Hextall.  I'isq.  5.000  0 
(Transfer  fn)m  Legacies) 


0 

0 

0 

- 5.300  0 0 


16,657  8 9 


Capital  Account  for  Endowments, 

Blind  Babies  Fund  — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924  2,728  1 3 

.Addition  . . 11  5 0 

2.739  6 3 

Capital  Account  for  Endowments, 

Chorley  Wood  College — 


Sir  Arthur  Pearson  Memorial  Fund 


3A"'o  Conversimi  Loan  . . 

2.831 

1 

0 

5^0  Great  Western  Railway  Guaranteed  Stock 

1.100  15 

9 

5‘/o  Great  Western  Railwa}-  Preference  Stock 

4‘’„  l.ondon.  Midland  and  Scottish  Railway  Prefer- 

1.076 

3 

3 

ence  Stock 

4‘'o  London.  Midland  and  .Scottish  Railway  Deben- 

851 

7 

1 

ture  Stock 

4^„  London  and  North  Ka.steru  Railway  Second  Pre- 

427 

4 

0 

ference  Stock  . . 

844 

9 

9 

3‘’n  L<’oal  Loan  . . 

276 

0 

0 

5'’o  War  Stock.  1929,47 

1.932 

16  11 

Investments:  Endowments,  Blind  Babies  Fund — 

Sorby,  T.  (L,  Esq. — 3'’o  Local  Loan 

lulwards.  Mrs.  .A.  R. — 5°o  National  War  Bonds.  1928 
Spiers.  Mis.s  A.  D. — 5'\,  National  War  Bonds.  1928 
Sunday  League — 5‘’u  War  Stock 
I lornsiiaw  I-hulowmcnt — M’ar  Stock 
Chapman.  Miss  \’anghan — National  War  Bonds 
l^lock.  Mrs.  Lucy— 4A%  Conversion  Loan 
Do.  Dn.  Cash  f<3r  Investment 


9.339  17  9 
16.657 


107  14  3 
477  10  0 
477  10  0 
47  17  0 
1.020  0 0 
100  0 0 
497  10  0 
11  5 0 


8 9 


6 3 


Chorley  W'ood  College.;  Endowment — 

^\’illiatn  Brown  Hextall.  1/sq.— 4'’.,  Creat  Western 


2.999  4 6 


1.076  3 3 


Capital  Account  for  Endowments — 

Balance  al  31sl  .March,  1924  . . 

.•/,/a’ Rev.  !■'.  J.  Ilacketi  100  0 

Sir  |()iin  lluwarti  200  0 

W’ni.  Brown  llcxtall.  hs,].  5,000  0 
^Transfer  from  l.egacics) 


11,357  8 9 


5,300 


0 0 

16,657  8 9 


Capital  Account  for  Endowments, 
Blind  Babies  Fund — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924 

.-Iddition 

Capital  Account  for  Endosvments, 
Chorlcy  Wood  College — 

Transfer  from  Legacies 

Capital  Account  for  Endowments, 
Ex-Service  Men's  Fund — 

Transfer  from  Legacies 

Capital  Account  for  General  Purposes, 
Blind  Babies  Fund — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924  . . 

.Wd  Transfer  from  Legacies  for  investment 
as  at  31st  March,  1924 


2,728 

11 


1 3 
5 0 


2,739  6 

3,000  0 


3 

0 

500  0 0 


10  0 0 
145  0 0 


Add  Transfer  from  .\ccumulatcti  Funds 


155  0 0 
3,012  15  0 

3,167  15  0 


Capital  Account  for  Building  and 
Equipment — 

Balance  at  31st  March,. 1924  . . . . . . 64.093  19  5 

Less  Transferred  to  .■\ccumulated  Funds  2,991  14  4 


■61.102  5 1 


Capital  Account  for  Building  and 
Equipment  : Blind  Babies  Fund — 

Balance  at  31st  March.  1924  . . 

Add  Transfer  from  Accumulated  Funds 

Loan  Account,  New  Building  : 

204/6  Great  Portland  Street — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924 
Repaid  . , 


18,243 

4,943 


67,748 

31,904 


8 1 
7 3 


23.186  15  4 


35,844  0 0 


5”,,  (Irt-al  Western  Railway  I’relerence  Stock 

4'/,,  l.oiuhin.  Midhind  and  Scottish  Railwtiy  Rrefc 
etlce  Stock 

4"„  l.onthm.  Midland  and  Scottish  Railwa)  Dehct 
tore  Stock 

4'Vo  l.oiidoti  ttnd  .North  fhistern  Railway  Second  Fr 
fcrcnce  Stock  . . 

3‘'(,  Local  Loan  . . 

5",,  War  Stock,  1929  47 


851 

427 


844  9 9 
276  0 0 
1.932  16  11 


Investments:  Endowments,  Blind  Babies  Fund — 

Sorhy.  T.  (L,  Fsq. — 3'/o  Local  Loan  . . 

Fdwards.  .Mrs.  .A.  R. — 57,,  National  War  Bond.,,  1928 
Spiers.  .Miss  A.  D. — S’f/,  .National  War  Bonds,  1928 
Sunday  League — 5%  \A’ar  Stock 
1 lornshaw  Fndfiwment — 57„  War  Stock 
t'hapiTutn.  .Miss  \":tttghan — National  War  Botids 
Block.  Mrs.  l-ucv — 4A%  Fotivcrsion  l.oatt 
Do.  Do.  Fitsh  for  Investmetit 

Chorley  Wood  College.:  Endowment — 

M’illiam  Brown  llcxtall,  Fsq. — 4%  (ircat  Western 
Rtiilway  Dehentitre  Stock  . . 

Ex-Service  Men’s  Fund  : Endowment  — 

Willittnl  Brown  llcxtall,  Ksq. — 4A%  Conversion  Loitn 


Investments  for  General  Purposes  : Blind 
Babies  Fund — 

5%  -National  War  Bonds,  1927 
3i’’o  Dominion  of  Ctinada  Stock 


9.339  17  9 

16,657  8 9 

107  14  3 
477  10  0 
477  10  0 
47  17  0 
1.020  0 0 
100  0 0 
497  10  0 
11  5 0 

2.739  6 3 

2.999  4 6 

500  0 0 


1.773  15 
1.394  0 


Building  and  Equipment — 

Balance  at  31st  .March,  1924 
Less  Written  off 


3.167  15  0 


51.170  0 0 
2.558  10  0 


Plant  as  at  Slst  March,  1924 

Additions,  less  Sales 

q 

4.065  19  7 
120  10  8 

Less  Depreciation 

4.186  10  3 
418  13  0 

Furniture  and  Equipment — 

Balance  at  31st  March.  1924  . . 

Additions,  less  Sales 

7.200  13  10 
236  15  6 

Less  Depreciation 

7.437  9 4 
371  17  6 

Organ.  Balance  at  31st  March.  1924  . . 

Blind  Babies  Fund,  Building  end  Equipment  : 
Sunshine  House,  Chorley  Wood,  hreehold — 
Balance  at  31st  March,  1924  . . 

Additions 

5,655  6 10 
466  15  6 

Written  off 

6.122  2 4 
283  5 0 

Furniture  at  31st  March,  1924 
.Additions 

3.136  16  7 
68  1 5 

Depreciation 

3,204  18  0 
700  0 0 

Sunshine  House,  St>uthport,  Leasehold — 
Balance  at  31st  March,  1924 

Additions 

6.870  6 3 
910  16  7 

Written  off 

7.781  2 10 
343  10  3 

Furniture  at  31st  March,  1924 

Additions 

2.580  18  5 
69  8 11 

Less  Depreciation 

2,650  7 4 
129  0 11 

Sunshine  House,  Leamington.  Freehold — 
Freehold,  Alterations  and  Improvements 

Furniture  and  Ftjuipment 

4.689  1 7 
194  19  5 

New  Building,  204-6  Great  Portland  Street- 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924  

Less  Written  off 

Mortgages — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924  

Repaid  . . . . ^ . 

Furniture  at  Homes  and  Branch  Cars — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924  

Additions,  less  Sales 

Depreciation 

Livestock — 

^Vol)d  folleite  • • 

Sunshine  Ilnubf.  (.‘horlcy  Wood 

48.611  10  0 


3,767  17  3 


1.657  6 0 


61.102  5 1 


5.838  17  4 


2,504  18  0 


7,437  12  7 


2,521  6 5 


4.884  1 0 


50.000 

0 

0 

2.500 

0 

0 

2,007 

10 

0 

18 

15 

0 

12.668 

15 

2 

1,295 

5 

11 

13,964 

1 

1 

1.775 

14 

5 

7 

10 

0 

3 

0 

0 

23.186  15  4 


0 0 


1.988  15  0 


12.188  6 8 


10  10  0 


Capital  Account  for  Building  and 
Equipment  : Blind  Babies  Fund — 

Balance  at  31st  March.  1924  18,243  8 1 

Transfer  from  Accumulated  Funds  ..  4.943  7 3 

Loan  Account,  New  Building  : 

204/6  Great  Portland  Street — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924  . . 67,748  9 5 

Repaid 3i;904  9 5 


- 23.186  15  4 


- 35,844  0 0 


Capital  Account,  Chorley  Wood 
College  : — 

Balance  at  31st  :March,  1924  

Additions 

Capital  Account,  Charles  Dickens 
Home,  Bannow,  St.  Leonards — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924  

Additions 


Less  Depreciation 

Accumulated  Funds — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924.  . 

Less  Transfer  to  Capital  Accounts— 

Blind  Babies’  Fund,  Building 
and  Equipment  . . . , 4.943  7 3 

Blind  Babies’  Fund,  General 
Purposes  . . . . 3,012  15  Q 

General  Purposes  . , . . 9,505  3 q 

Charles  Dickens  Home, 

Bannow,  St.  Leonards  . . 5 14  0 


350  0 
400  0 


750  0 0 


499  1 
5 14 


504  15  6 
50  0 0 


454  15  6 


. 68,006  9 1 


Addnome  Industries,  Motor 

„ 161  9 

Collecting  Machines  . . 346  9 

Building  and  Equipment  . . 2.991  14 


- 17,466  19  3 
50,539  9 10 


3,499  12  3 

Add  Balance  of  General  Charity  Fund  .Account  ^,'l41  13  3 


- 90,186  15  4 
1:313,918  2 5 


Written  otf 

Kiirnilurc  at  31>.t  .Marcli,  1924 
Additions 


Depreciaiifin 

Sunshine  House,  Snutliport,  l.e.asehold— 
Balance  at  31st  .March,  1924 
Additions  .... 


283  5 0 


Written  off 

Furniture  at  31sf  .March,  1924 
.Additions 


Less  Depreciation 

Sunshine  House.  Leamington.  Freehold 

Freehold,  .Alterations  and  Improvements 
Furniture  and  Equipment 


New  Building,  204-6  Great  Portland  Street- 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924 
Less  Written  off 

Mortgages — 

Balance  at  Slsr  March,  1924  . . 

Repaid  . . . . _ 

Furniture  at  Homes  and  Braneh  Cars — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924  

•Additions,  less  Sales 


Less  Depreciation 

Livestock — 

C'hortcy  Wood  College  . . 

Sunshine  House,  Chorley  Wood 

Guest  House  for  the  Aged  Blind.  Hoole 
Bank,  Chester — 

Balance  at  31st  March,  1924  

Written  off  .... 


3.136  16 

68  1 

3.204  18 
700  0 


6.870  6 
910  16 

7.781  2 
343  10 

2,580  18 
69  8 

2.650  7 
129  0 


5.838  17  4 


2,504  18  0 


7.437  12  7 


2,521  6 5 


4.689  1 
194  19 


4.884  1 0 
23.186  15 

50.000  0 0 
2.500  0 0 
47.500  0 

2.007  10  0 
18  15  0 


1.988  15 


12.668  15  2 
1.295  5 11 

13.964  1 1 
1.775  14  5 


7 10  0 
3 0 0 


8.123  8 9 
406  3 4 


Chorley  Wood  College,  Investments — 

3%  India  Stock  . . 

Charles  Diekens  Home,  Bannow,  St. 
Leonards — 

Furniture,  Balance  at  31st  .March,  1924 
.Additions 


Less  Depreciation 

Home  Industries — 

-Motor  A'an,  B.alancc  at  31st  .March,  1924 
Transfer  from  Acenmuiated  Funds  . . 

Deposit  on  New  \'an 

Less  Depreciation  

Furniture — 

Balance  at  31st  .March,  1924 
.Additions 

Stoek — 

Home  Industries 

Printing.  Propaganda.  Stationerv.  etc. 
Publications  Account  . . 

Electrical  and  Engineering  . . ! . 

Sundry  Debtors  and  Debit  Balances 


-12.188  6 8 

10  10  0 

7,717  3 5 
750  0 0 


499  1 6 
5 14  0 


504  15 

6 

50  0 

0 

5 0 

0 

161  9 

6 

166  9 

6 

5 0 

0 

171  9 

6 

66  9 

6 

40  0 

8 

71  12 

3 

454  15  6 


1.018  15  2 
4,003  3 1 
25.961  19  4 
177  16  8 


105  0 0 


111  12  11 


31.161  14 
9,284  7 


'313.918  2 5 


G.  1'.  .Alow  .ATT  \ Joiiil  lloiiornrv  Treasurers  of  lie 

We  report  that  we  have  obtained  all  the  ' f i • ' ^ 

Sheet  at  the  31st  March,  1925,  is  properly  drawn  nnoas"o«hibifa“tme“and balance 
0 he  best  of  our  information  and  the  explanations  given  to  J,  and  as  sh«t.?brtU' bL^'oYtt'Tnstitte.^ 

58  Coleman  Street,  E.C.2.  JACKSON.  PI.XLEA’  A CO., 

2nd  July,  1925  Chartered  Accountants, 

Auditors. 
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Carried  forward  £89,813  14  6 | CaiTied  forward  £187,235  13 
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Legacies— Endowments  Carried 
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£215,848  9 5 £215,848 


MASSAGE  ACCOUNT 
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Rates,  Taxes,  Insurance  and  Telephone  ...  ...  176  2 2 

Administration  Expenses  ...  ...  ...  ...  159  15  10 


PUBLICATIONS  AND  APPARATUS  ACCOUNT 
For  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1925 

(This  Account  is  presented  in  the  form  prescrib  d by  the  Ministry  of  Health) 


o o 
r«.  o 


W 


w 


o fS  ^ 

t>«  O' 


Tt'  o 

O'  vO 
<N  00  O' 


o 

M « 
0 

'd  ^ 
w a 


: fl  : 

d 

« u 
§ ^ 

• 5 TJ  : 

: ? o : 

O Va 

a £ 

U o 3 

S a 5 -5  > I 5 

I ■"  -n  § 5 "3  3 
w 2 g §*3 
-S  o-m  Ep*.  = 

MH  rt  ^ a yj  2 

o b iT  5 J3  S s 

« S.!;  gS  tim 

>,  enS 

m 


« 3 

a « 
•S  " 

3 3 
Q,  3 


- 

,d  >1  '‘M  j3 

♦-  w o 13 

°3  ^ 

- w 


^ rt 


Is 

gta 

O ^ 
V 


rd  fl  ' 


.2  G 

o o 

W • rr 

a 

(/) 


S rt 

2 « 
d3  rt 

0(/5 


o G a 

2s  2 


5 b 

d 

*o  o 

ft)  u 

C<J 

V 

c 5 

rt  G 

i:  ^ 

-M  ^ 

<d  n3 

V ,d 
QU 


03 


^ O O' 
vO  m O' 


fO  O O 00 
^ ^ fO 


^ fO 
00  'O 
O'  sH 

es  cW 


o 

fN 

c>. 

'©' 


173  :’V 

> g • a 


(/)  a 

S'! 

w i 


:-s 


H 

5 o 

o 

H 


-2  s 
2 :3 

irrs 

< Os  ^ 

^ o 

73 

d :a 
<6  u M 

•a  <!  « 

ls| 

a 


i-i  : Li  >' 
4)  4;  O 

■2-3-20, 

a 

tj'S’OD 
. ;G  S ,a  73 

m-oO  ■ao  d ■ 

•M  n«  « 


T3  ^ 

d .G. 

. 03  (7) 


> ’2 
) d 


0 M 
3 •00 


• o 
U 


i-g' 


o < 


c« 


2 

55  S 

5 « .£  ■«  K a 

2 ^ S2  ^ 

rt  ^ ti 

y S g g 
a-oio  5 tj.0.2  y 
rt  ^ -2  S 


■ s 

(/>  H 


73 
73 

d _ 
rt  2 
•M  fl  tfi 

^ is 


5i2« 

nj  ^ ► 

|«g 

S M 


2 S'* 

■ '«  « _ 

: S o ■ 

u o « 

11° 

: 

; 4»  • <«  73 

d ■QA  M d (A 

: o fl  d («  a 

•d  2 "04  ® 

O4  d -43  ^-43 

4>  <4  (4  .d  O 

*7t  V Li  7:  a 


il’S.s 

5 >U2 
1 g.^ 

> S j 


O 

>s 


d 

</)  o 
M d3 
O fl 

m-c 

S4N  (A 

o ^ 


*0  4> 

o O u 

■*-  a 


73 

• d 

rt 


w 00  a ^ 
3 -d  *0 

2 >n  2 -S  ' 

g,S  gm 

eXs-T  b w 
<^'6^ 


: 5 ^ 

O Ol, 

'ojo  44  d 
rt  . U O 

■ Q “ 

o 

'•5 

» p .2 
« u 


^ o 
iS  P 
JA(5 


4>  j: 

>>  L *0 
t-  a,  H 
3 4>  3 

QQtn 


68 


HOME  INDUSTRIES  ACCOUNT 
For  the  Year  ended  31st  Mareh,  1925 

(This  Account  is  presented  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health) 
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Materials  202  12 


CHORLEY  WOOD  COLLEGE 

(For  Girls  wtth  little  or  no  Sight) 

Account  for  the  Year  ended  Slst  March,  1925 

{This  Account  is  presented  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health) 
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Travelling  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19  4 

Administration  Expenses  ...  ...  ...  159  15 


HOME  FOR  BLIND  BABIES,  CHORLEY  WOOD,  HERTS, 
Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1925 

(This  Account  is  prescntrd  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Education) 
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HOME  FOR  BLIND  BABIES,  SOUTHPORT,  LANCS. 
Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1925 

(This  Account  is  presented  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Board  o(  Education) 
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Sundries 


GUEST  HOUSE  FOR  THE  AGED  BLIND,  HOOLE  BANK,  CHESTER 
Account  for  the  Year  ended  31»t  March,  1925 

(This  Account  is  presented  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health) 
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£2,589 


RESIDENTIAL  CLUB  FOR  BLIND  WOMEN,  LONl 
Account  for  the  Year  ended  Slst  Mareh,  1925 

(This  Account  is  presented  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health) 
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£2,982  4 3 


BLIND  WOMEN’S  HOME,  BRIGHTON 
Account  for  the  Year  ended  Slst  March,  1925 

(This  Account  is  presented  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health) 
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£1,556  15 


CHARLES  DICKENS  HOME,  BANNOW,  ST.  LEONARDS 
Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1925 

(This  Account  is  presented  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health) 
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NOTE. — The  Property  was  purchased  by  the  Dickens  Fellowship  for  the  sum  of  £6,500.  The  sum  of  £5,843  18s.  5d. 
5%  War  Stock,  1929/47,  is  held  in  trust  as  an  endowment  of  the  Home. 

This  Home  will  be  opened  during  1925  as  a convalescent  and  holiday  home  for  the  Blind. 


ARMITAGE  MEMORIAL  FUND 
Account  for  the  Year  ended  Slst  Mareh, 
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^““nt 118  19 


LEEDS  EMBOSSED  BOOKS  FUND 
!ount  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1925 


O 


rt*  00 
00  fO 


o 

73 

<N 

>0 

'O  1 

O 

o- 

c*i 

O' 

m 

O'  1 

in  I 

W 

b 

5 CL 

in 

in 

d 

& 

s 


c/) 


ft)  w 


O 

^ 'O 

•o  ^ .SJ 

^ 

> ^ b 

■ft)  6 

^,3  0) 

,£3 

(fl  O rS 

O ® 

>N 

p:; 


4i 


& 

s 


•o  ■ 

c : 

« rl 

a 9 

H .2 

^ 5 
fi  iH 

S (/) 

o c 

< 

o 

H 


CL  sr 
e CL 

O ftT 


rv  i4 

•tr  ft) 

13 


^ 1 

•C5 

CL 

^ 9^ 

3 3 
P «5 


fli3 


•o  4; 
*3  w 


•iS  g 

. Oi 
M ,d 
o ^ 

3 

CD  -Q 
u ^ 

S 2? 


00  ‘2  w 
o ►J 

i*i  ^ o 
^ _ 

111 

tS  ^ 2 

« .s « 

;2'd£ 

^ J3  O 
O ^ 

'b  cc 

O d ft> 

o rt  d 

•*->  ft) 

_ ^ 

^ ft)  w 
-2  ,hj  j 

p-  o T! 
rt  > b 

o|  o 


H O 

I 

bi 

H 

o 

Z 


in 

n 

ON 


ja 

o 

u 


H ■>-. 
5 ^ 

OTS 
o 

w TS 


c 

p 

o 

o 

u 

<• 


o 

hJ 


o 


Ui 


% 

V 


(- 

pa 


o 

o 

H 


■ -^  s 

: : ^ o 

pa 

-|l 

•2^S 

B ^ u 
: hh  o 

: (/)  SH 

|l  §• 

U5  "rt  *P 
(fl  .S  cn 
• ft)  u 

o O t) 
4)  (/)  o 

a ° a ^ 
b.  ^ o rt 
3 S ■B  Tj 
pi.3  3 !a 
wort 

Pi  bP  pa 


^ ° .2 

O ; 

<N 

0^*3  tfl 

^ PPQ 

0'S 

i-i  ^ 

l-H 

’6 

<A 

O 00  ^ Tf< 

m ^ 00  00 

o 

« 3 

■«i3  i» 

«d 

rt<  ^ in  in 
m in  <N  <N 

On 

in 

ft)  *0 

P3  £ 

fS  C4 

m 

W 

in 

n 

On 


M 

o 

IH 

a 


H « 
cn  -w 
W ^ 
U)  rn 
9t5 

M "O 

c 

Z " 

o ^ 

O as 

M <u 
j « 

^•5 

o 


a 

s 

o 

u 

o 

<3 


-a 

(A  O 


g To  Publications  Account,  Braille  Production  ...  £500  0 0 By  Interest  on  £10,000  5%  National  War  Bonds,  1927  £500 
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CLIFTON  HOME  FOR  BLIND  WOMEN,  BRISTOL 
Balance  Sheet,  31st  March,  1925 

(This  Account  is  presented  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health) 
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(This  Account  is  presented  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health) 
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£1,118  12  5 £1,118  12 


HOME  TEACHING  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  BLIND 
Balance  Sheet,  Slst  March,  1925 

(This  Account  is  presented  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health) 
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Income  and  Expenditure  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  {March,  1925 

(This  Account  is  presented  in  the  form  prescribed  by  Ihe  Ministry  of  Health) 
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Colchester  Home  Teaching  Society  80  0 

Loss  on  Realisation  of  Securities  ...  168  18 
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General  Charity  Fund  Account  for  the  Year  ended  31st  March,  1925 

(This  Account  is  presented  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health) 
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Magazines  ...  ...  33  lo 

Newspapers  253  18 


* 


Edson  (Printers)  Ltd.  (f.U), 
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